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MORE LIKE 
SUMMER! 
At last, the weather has been more like 
summer (although we have had a few 
torrential downpours as well), but this 
should have resulted in some fine 
vegetable exhibits for you to enter in the 
Autumn Show on Sunday, 7th September. 
Come along and be amazed at the 
Rayleigh Whopper's – the largest 
vegetables to be grown in the area! 
Hopefully, there will be plenty of dahlias 
on show too. Even if you have not shown 
before, there are classes for everyone, 
from photography and flower arranging to 
cookery and crafts, and of course, fruit, 
vegetables and flowers. You don't have to 
be an expert to enter, so why not give it a 
go! Please come along and support our 
last show of 2014 – doors open for entries 
from 9am to 11am and then open again 
after judging at 2pm. 
As usual, we are desperate for help to 
set up and dismantle the show, so just 
turn up 7.30am at the store or 8am at 
the Mill Hall or 4.30pm after the show 
and you will be welcomed with open 
arms!!!    See you there. 

Peter Noble, Show Manager  

SUNDAY 7th SEPT 
AUTUMN SHOW 

Mill Hall, Rayleigh 
Every member welcome to exhibit  

Flowers, Fruit, Vegetables, Craft & Cakes 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FROM 2 p.m. 

(Not shown before? — now is the time, if you need help phone a committee member, 
call in the store or just turn up on show day, we are only too pleased  to help) 

Largest  SUNFLOWER Head 
FOR ALL AGES UP TO 13 YEARS 

1st PRIZE £5.00      2nd PRIZE £3.00                 3rd PRIZE £2.00  

Class sponsored by Jean Cornell  
Seed donated by Gt. Wakering Tree Management 

Bring to the Mill Hall on the morning of the show before 11.30 

from the 
chairman 

Hi All, 
Many of you will know by now that our 
Vice-Chairman, Geoff Blower, had a very 
nasty road accident in June, so I am sure 
you will all join me in wishing Geoff well 
-  and hope that he will soon be back and 
able to join in the running of the society 
again. 
What makes fruit and vegetable growing 
so interesting is that every year is 
different! What was a brilliant cropper 
last year – could be a complete failure this 
year – mostly due to our varied weather! 
At the start of the season you never quite 
know what you're going to get – my usual 
large crops of courgettes, radishes, lettuce 
and sweetcorn have, this year, been 
overtaken by never-ending cucumbers – 
amazing quality runner beans and 
cabbage, and the largest, most perfect 
potatoes I have ever grown! 
Don't forget the Autumn Show, Sunday 
7th September – I look forward to seeing 
you there!  

Colin Andrews  
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August 26             David Padwick          “Songs from the Shows” 
From the time he joined the church choir at the age of six, music has been David’s 
enduring passion.  Seventy-one  years later that passion is just as strong.  His first 
presentation was “The Life & Music of Ivor Novello” and this gave him the 
opportunity to return to his passion for singing.   
He will be entertaining us with songs and stories from the most popular shows of 
the recent decades..  
 
September 23    Andrew Tann     “Apples” 
Andrew is the third generation of farmers at Crapes 
Fruit Farm, his grandfather starting the business in 
1922.  During that time apples have been their main 

crop, with some other soft fruits.  Before studying horticulture at Writtle 
College, Andrew spent two years working at an experimental Ministry 
glasshouse centre in Hampshire.   

 
October 28                              Mike Logan-Wood 
“Going, Going, Nearly Gone” 
Mike has spent nearly 50 years as an auctioneer, starting as a 
livestock auctioneer in Chelmsford Market and ending up selling property all over the 
UK. He says he ‘has many stories and secrets to share with us.  
 

Everybody welcome — Members £1.50—Visitors £2.50 

We may be the BEST, But  
we still need you to keep us the BEST!!!!! 
We currently need your help with……………….. 
1. Show poster distribution (especially to local shops) 
2. Delivering our news letters, Areas required  -  Love Lane 
3. Newsletter distributor/co-ordinator – required 5 times a 
year to sort then deliver newsletters to about 30 people in 
Rayleigh/Eastwood – car essential – mileage will be paid. 
4. Our Great Shows - Setting up in the morning, stewarding 
and clearing up at the end 
Any help, no matter how little goes to make the bigger picture 
work. For the show 01268 745925  - news letters - posters  
chairman 01702 529000 

ON THE MOVE? 
Don’t forget to tell us because we want to keep you up to date about the society and 
make sure you get your news letters, Phone 01702 529000 or email 
peskypixie@supanet.com 
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‘lots of practice’ 

Despite a very wet and miserable May Club Night, 
lots of you turned out to hear Pauline Dickenson talk 
about "Narrowboats" and see her decorative painting. 
Pauline started off by telling us how she got 
"hooked" on her craft, which came about when she 
attended a workshop over an Easter weekend whilst 
away on a caravanning trip. After lots of practice, she 
started teaching classes herself at Ambleside Drive, 
Southend and Leigh Community Centre. 
We then heard a brief history of narrow boats and 
Pauline showed us lots of items she had brought 
along for sale from flower pots, trays, kettles and 
house name plates to larger planters and watering 
cans – many items of which she had actually acquired 
from car boot sales and charity shops, but were ideal 
for decorating. It was surprising to hear that Pauline 
doesn't use any special paint only ordinary household 
paint and white spirit – the backgrounds usually in 
dark green, dark blue or black, then stylised roses, 
daisies or forget-me-nots are painted over the top, as 
Pauline demonstrated to us after the tea/coffee break.  
The Editors stand in for Pat….. 

                   -------------------------------------  

overnight campers ... 
In June our Club Night talk was on Hadleigh Country 
Park. I'm sure a lot of members have been for a walk 
there but it was interesting to hear about the area in 
more detail. 
During WW2 the flat area nearer the river was 
ploughed up into deep furrows by two steam engines 
to prevent German gliders landing and these furrows 
can still be seen in certain conditions. Cows now 
graze this area where the grass is short - apparently 
cows can't eat long grass as it pokes them in the eye 
and they get eye infections!  
The more wooded areas are home to adders, slow-
worms and several rare plants, not to mention 
overnight campers who are seen off by the team of 
rangers. In addition to cycle trails of varying degrees 
of difficulty the Olympic legacy will provide a new 
visitor centre so the range of walks and talks may 
well increase.  
                   -------------------------------------  

no work, no 
money 

 
I had my usual seat down the front so didn't see 
the response to David Williams question 'Were 
you born in London or have ancestors who came 
from London?' but I suspect a lot of hands went 
up at July club night.  He was a very fluent and 
easy to listen to speaker, which is not surprising 
as he's a qualified City of London Guide and 
leads regular walks with his London Footsteps 
company. He spoke about the two classes in 
London in the 19th century when the rule was - 
no work, no money. The conditions they 
endured when the breadwinner could not work 
are hard to imagine. One thing that did surprise 
me was the number of philanthropists who made 
such a difference, some names like George 
Peabody, Dr Barnado, Angela Burdett Coutts 
and Lord Shaftesbury are well known but there 
were many more I had not heard of before.  If 
you found the talk interesting and want to find 
out a bit more about your ancestors you might 
like to consider joining the East of London 
Family History Society in addition to joining one 
of David Williams walks. 
 
June & July Club Night Reports by Page 3 Reporter Pat Hill 

For Sale: Aluminium tray 24.25” x 
39.25”x 2” deep with small overflow holes 
at 1.25” deep, would make superb gravel 
tray at £10.    ‘phone Pat 01268 781232 

HELP STILL NEEDED! 
We are now short of helpers at Club Nights, 
either to get there early to put out the chairs 
and help on the door, or to make the tea at 
half-time. Phone Viv on 01268 747418 if 
you can offer your services in any way on 
the 4th Tuesday evening of the month at St. 
Michael's Church, Sir Walter Raleigh Drive. 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR HELP! 
A big thank-you to all the members who 
answered our appeal for help in the last 
newsletter – as we now have: 
1. Someone to sell advertising in our 
 yearbook. 
2. Store Staff (although more are 
 always needed). 
3. New people to deliver newsletters. 
Your help is much appreciated – as it will 
lighten the load a bit for others.       Editors.  
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Hello, I keep asking myself, "how long can this last" I cannot remember a summer 
lasting like this 

And I am enjoying it so much, but I just know sometime soon it will all change, 
meantime we must all make the most of it and get a return for all the hard work 
we have put in earlier in the year. 

Let's hope it is a bumper harvest this year it is certainly looking that way right now 

Earlier this year we had some disturbing news that one of our biggest suppliers had gone into liquidation well I 
am pleased to say that they have been rescued and are now fully operational 

Solus Garden and Leisure is now "Scott Solus" and we can now resume trading with the new outfit 

If you have been to the store lately you may have noticed all the compost stacked along the path leading up to 
the garage, we hope to be moving that in the next few days as our fork lift truck is due to be delivered very 
soon then we can move stuff about and tidy up the place then you will be able to see what it is you need 

Now this is generally a very quiet time at the store, traditionally it is the holiday period and the garden is 
taking care of itself the weather is being very kind and giving a good watering every so often so there is little to 
do except keep the weeds at bay. But in a few weeks' time the Autumn show will be looming and it will be 
busy, busy, busy and we do have one new commodity to tempt you for your sowings and cuttings. We now 
stock "Foremost" peat based compost this is a 100% peat compost with trace elements for feed this is an ideal 
medium for cuttings etc. and the best bit is it is only £4.68 per 60kg bag or £15.30 for 3 bags. 

Hope to see you all down at the 
store soon 

Don't forget if there's anything 
you need to know about the shop, 
you can get in touch with me 
07445786524   01268 952936 .  
Good luck Fred  

Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH 
email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 01702 529000 

only £4.68 per 
60kg bag or 
£15.30 for 3 bags 


