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                  from the   

                chairman 
Hi All, 

Following the sudden, sad demise of our 
Chairman, Sandra Pugh, it now falls on me to 
follow in her very capable footsteps and continue 
to make this society not only the best in Essex – 
but, as Horticultural Societies go – one of the 
best of its size nationwide!  

Many of you will perhaps know me from the 
membership table and setting up at the Shows 
and Club Nights, serving you in the Store on 
Thursday mornings, or even from the allotments. 
As you can tell, I wear many "hats" but 
hopefully, together with the help of the 
committee members this will enable me to look 
after all areas and make sure the society keeps 
moving in the right direction with you (the 
members) best interests at heart.  

We have already made some changes in the 
Trading Store (which are necessary if we are to 
move forward), with more changes to follow 
including new products, so see the back page.  

All the speakers for Club Nights are booked up 
to 2014, so we look forward to your continued 
support at these very enjoyable evenings. There 
are also two very interesting coach trips booked 
for July and September, so have a look at page 3. 

Hope to see you all at the Summer Show on 23rd 
June – when perhaps the weather will be more 
like summer! 

Colin Andrews  

DON’T FORGET 
SUNDAY 23rd JUNE 

THE RHS 
SUMMER SHOW 

MILL HALL,  
RAYLEIGH 

DOORS OPEN 2pm 
See year book for more details 

or www.rayleighhorticulturalsociety.co.uk 

Sandra Pugh 

Chairman of 

Rayleigh 

Horticultural 

Society 

2006 – 2013 

It is with sadness 
that we write to 
inform all RHS 
members that our 
Chairman, Sandra 

Pugh, passed away on 6th April 2013. 

All those members who knew her personally were 
always amazed at her boundless energy and 
enthusiasm for the Society and the way she worked 
tirelessly to promote the Club. Committee members 
will smile with affection as they remember how 
Sandra had an uncanny knack of getting people to 
help (without them realising they had agreed to it!). 
She first joined the RHS Committee over 12 years 
ago as our Meetings Co-ordinator, booking 
speakers for Club Nights, and from then on became 
Vice Chairman in 2003 and, 3 years later took over 
as Chairman. 

What other spare time Sandra had, she spent 
working in her garden, creating beautiful floral 
arrangements (which you will have seen at the 
shows), as well as researching her own and other 
people's family trees. 

The RHS committee and several members joined 
Sandra's family and friends at a service held at 
Southend Crematorium on Wednesday, 8th May. 

Sandra will be sorely missed by all the committee 
and our sincere condolences go to her husband 
Cliff, and family. 

Plant Sale 
Well, it was a very blustery morning – but at 
least the rain held off – for our annual Plant 

Sale at the Store on Sunday, 12th May. Quite a 
few members took tables and, between 10 am 

and 12 noon, were kept busy selling their 
surplus plants – some even selling out! So, a 

good morning was had by all.  
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Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH 

email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 01702 529000 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

FORM for 2013 

Name…………………………………………………….. 

Address…………………………………………………. 

………..…………………………………………………... 

Post Code……………………… 

Telephone number…………………………………….. 

Email……………………………………………………... 

MEMBERSHIP FEE £5.00  

Per household per annum. 

Send this form with a cheque made payable to 

“Rayleigh Horticultural Society”  

If you would like a copy of the Year Book then please enclose an 
A4 stamped addressed envelope with £1.10p stamps on it.  

To: The membership secretary, 

Rayleigh Horticultural Society, 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH  

 
 
 

 

25th June                         John Walker                          "What's in a name?" 
John is an agronomist (I will let him explain) He is a keen gardener and a collector of plants. Also plays 
the trumpet and sings in a couple of choirs. 

 

23rd July                Barry Kauffmann-Wright            "Natures Adaptations" 
Barry was born on a small mixed farm in the Chilterns where he developed an early interest in wildlife and 
nature. His first job was with Gerald Durrell at his Jersey Zoo, where he remained for 5 years. It was here 
his interest in photography and writing really began. Barry has written several books and also served as a 
police officer for 32 years with Essex Police, 22 years of which he was the Counties Wildlife Crime 
Officer. 

 

27th August                                                                             Maike Windhorst   

                    "Vegetable self sufficiency in a changing Climate" 
Maike is a former grammar school teacher, and has lived in England since 1995. She is a member of 
Ramsden Heath Horticultural Society, and has also won the Banksian Medal. Maike has about 3 acres on 
the outskirts of Downham is an organic gardener and keeps chickens. 

Everybody welcome — Members £1—Visitors £2 

Whoops!! How do you 

make Muesli Biscuits?? 

Unfortunately, the "Method" for making Muesli Biscuits was 
omitted in error from page 27 of the yearbook. So, for anyone 
wishing to make these for the Summer Show,  this is the part 
you are missing: 
1.  Preheat oven to 190C, 375F, Gas Mark 5. Grease a tin 30 x 
20cm (12 x 8 inch) 
2.  Combine the muesli, flour and bicarbonate of soda. 
3.  Melt the margarine and sugar, stir into the dry ingredients 
and mix well. 
4.  Place the mixture in the prepared tin and press down firmly. 
5.  Bake for 20 minutes. Mark into fingers and allow to cool 
fully in the tin. 
     Turn out when cold and break into fingers.  

At only 25p 
Our Summer show is on the horizon, though with the weather 

we have been experiencing you may be forgiven for feeling it 

should be the Spring show!!  Now is the time to start 

preparing; dig out your Year Book, flick to page 17 and think 

what you could enter.  At only 25p per entry, there's no excuse 

not to have a go!  We had some first time entrants in the 

Spring show  who were thrilled to find themselves winners.  

The main attraction at the forthcoming show is, of course, the 

sweet peas and hopefully these delightful flowers will not 

have suffered too much from the inclement weather - their 

colour and smell make it well worth the visit.  . Please come 

along and join in the fun and support all the hard  work 

everyone puts in.  Finally, my usual plea for help to set up the 

show - just turn up at 7.30 am at the store or 8.00 am at Mill 

Hall             Peter Noble   Show Manager  

URGENT  

MAYBE YOUR LAST NEWS LETTER!! 

If you forgot or have not got round to renewing your 

membership may we urge you to do so now, either fill in the 

form below or call in the store to continue receiving your 

news letters and all the benefits of membership of the society. 

p.s. Your card colour for 2013 is BLUE.   
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Children's 
Potato 
Challenge 

THE SUMMER SHOW Sunday 23rd June 2013 

POTATO COMPETITION FOR ALL AGES UP TO 13 YEARS 
Sponsored by Viv Irvine      1st  PRIZE £5.00     2nd  PRIZE £3.00    3rd  PRIZE £2.00 

“people movers” 

March Club Night always starts with a quick canter 
through the AGM, swiftly followed by a talk. Tim 
Wardley kindly stood in for the scheduled speakers 
who had a family emergency and were unable to 
attend - and I found him an excellent speaker who 
held my attention without the use of slides or 
props. It is 200 years since the first paddle steamers 
were built, originally as mass people movers to 
transport the public to the newly developing seaside 
resorts. With so many folks taking day trips to the 
coast the railways couldn't cope, and paddle 
steamers came into their own, transporting visitors 
down river for a day out, or travelling between 
resorts. 1900 saw the peak of steamer travel, with 
over 100 piers round the country. During the war 
the Waverley was used in the evacuation of 
Dunkirk, making 7 runs, and was then sunk. The 
replacement vessel bearing the name is now used 
around the country, and paddle steamer excursions 
seem to be a popular day out. If this appeals to you 
the Waverley will be back in Southend from the 
end of September to mid October this year with 
various trips on offer.  

 

“shape of the mouth” 

I'm not sure if it was the spring-like weather or 
if word had spread that Charlie Haylock is a good 
speaker, but April Club Night was very well 
attended with extra chairs being put out.  Charlie 
amused us all with his tales of Norfolk and Suffolk 
rivalry, but he said no one bothers too much about 
Essex!  He has written books, recorded C.D.'s of 
dialects and has a regular weekly spot on Suffolk 
Radio called 'Haylock's Half Hour in Forty 

Minutes.  After the teabreak Charlie spoke about 
various accents, and he would give Rory Bremner 
a run for his money.  He demonstrated Suffolk and 
Australian accents which are very similar, much to 
the amusement of visiting Aussies who think they 
have a lot of fellow travellers when in Suffolk.  
However, he said this isn't so odd when you 
consider how many agricultural folk from the 
county migrated to Australia in the 1830-50's.  I 
had not realised how different accents are 'made' 
by altering the shape of the mouth (and a lot of 
talent) but I found the talk fascinating. 

Kentwell 

Hall 

Sunday 1st September 2013 
£26 per ticket  
including admission to house, garden & farm 

Extensive grounds 
featuring a maze, camera 

obscura, ice house, walled garden, forge, rose 
garden, and the rare breeds farm. Plenty of things to 
see outside & all of the house will be open from 12 
noon. There is a Tea room / cafe or you can bring 
your own lunch, picnic area is available. 

To leave Kirbys at 9.30am & return there for about 6.30pm 

Tickets available from the store, club nights , & Summer Show or call 01268 

747418 for tickets or more information 

 

AMBERLEY MUSEUM & 
HERITAGE CENTRE 

Sunday 21st July 2013 
£26 per ticket  including admission. 

Amberley is a 36 acre site with a variety of undercover 
displays and exhibits. 
Take a free trip around the site on a historic bus or 
narrow gauge railway. 
There are exhibitions of technology- 
telecommunications, electricity, printing - alongside 
rural crafts - stained glass maker, potters, 
woodturners, broom makers & many more. 
This Sunday also is features their "Classic Cars Summer 
Picnic " 
There is a restaurant on site - everything from a light 
snack to more formal meals. 
Most of the area is wheelchair accessible & they can 
be hired there. 
PS if you work for BT or are BT pensioner- let me know as you can 

get in to museum for free! 

To leave Kirbys at 8.30am & return there for about 6.30pm. Tickets available 
from the store, club nights, Summer Show or call 01268 747418 for tickets or 

more information 
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If you cannot see what you require please ask and if not stocked we 

most probably can get it for you if you contact the Trading 

Secretary  Fred Bartlett 01268 952936   E&OE  

 

NEW PRODUCTS AND GREAT 

DEALS AT THE STORE 
Hello. Well what can I say ? So much for global warming, just who are they 
trying to kid, there certainly does not seem to be much evidence of it right here, 
still we must press on and try to imagine it really is summer in a few days, so 
with that in mind let me tempt you with the prospect of visiting 
the shop and purchasing lots of valuable items to enhance your 
garden or allotment. 

Now that almost all the potatoes, onions and shallots have been 
dispensed with along with the begonias and dahlias, we still 
have a few lilies waiting for you. 

For those of you who find it just a bit too much trying to lift a 
huge 60 litre bag of compost from your 
car we now have more convenient 20 litre 
bags of multi-purpose. 

We have now taken the 
plunge and bought Fine 
Composted Bark in 75 
Litres, this ideal for weed 
suppressant and for use 
around strawberry plants 
etc., and is a bit more 
attractive than the decorative 
bark, it also acts as a soil 
conditioner. 

We have ample supply of lawn treatment including the wonderful "Cut and Feed" 
with applicator and refill, sharp and silver sand, loam, gravel for potting and top 
dressing. 

If you are a fan of the Clematis we have added one of the Chempak range specifically for clematis but it is also 
suitable for hanging baskets and Honeysuckle. 

For the Fuchsia enthusiast we have plenty of l0 inch hanging pots and treatments for added 
support 

We have a special Clear PVC 
Sheeting that is ideal for 
building your own poly tunnels, 
this has been produced to allow 
UV light to penetrate for plant 
development and measures 24 
foot wide on the roll 

We are still looking for more volunteers to help in the shop 
as we are getting busier, please come along and have a chat 
with us at the shop or give me a ring, that's Fred on 
01268952936 or   07773601670 

Hope to see you soon  

Clear 
PVC 
sheeting 

 


