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DON’T FORGET 

SUNDAY 28th JUNE 

THE RHS SUMMER 
SHOW 

MILL HALL,RAYLEIGH 
Every member welcome to exhibit Flowers, Fruit, 

Vegetables, Craft & Cakes 
(Not shown before? — now is the time, if you need help phone a committee member, call in the 
store or just turn up on show day, we are only too pleased  to help) 

Children's Potato Challenge 
FOR ALL AGES UP TO 13 YEARS 

1st PRIZE £5.00 2nd PRIZE £3.00  3rd PRIZE £2.00      Sponsored by Viv Irvine 

Bring the pot to Mill Hall on the morning of the show before 11.30 

Doors open to the  public 2pm 

 
 
 

All meetings are held at St Michael’s Church, Sir Walter Raleigh Drive, Rayleigh. SS6 9JB       Starting at 8p.m. 

JUNE 23rd                                 Nick Dobson  

The World of Flowers 
Nick Dobson is a former Principal Librarian. He has been an 
enthusiastic gardener for more than 40 years and is a former 
National Fuchsia Champion. As well as speaking on a variety of 
horticultural topics, Nick also does talks on subjects as diverse as 
the First World War, Charles Dickens, Literary London and 
Gilbert and Sullivan. 

JULY 28th                                  Mo Perkins 

Soft Fruits 
Mo and her family have lived at Hill Top Farm since 1981. They 
started off growing top fruit (apples pears and plums) and then 
went on to soft fruits. As well as running a pick-your-own 
business, Mo still rides and keeps horses on site.  

 

AUGUST 25th 

Sue Howarth-Reading  

Maritime Tales & Coincidences 
Maritime history is an area that Sue enjoys researching. The 
subject is full of fascinating events and people some of which 
she will be highlighting. Sue runs a Maritime history group for 
a local U3A and is a senior watch keeper with National 
Coastwatch locally. 

Everybody welcome — Members £1.50—Visitors £2.50 
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If you cannot see what you require please ask and if not stocked we 

most probably can get it for you if you contact the Trading 

Secretary  Fred Bartlett 01268 952936   E&OE  

 

Hello everyone. 

It's nice to be able to enjoy the warmer weather at last and all the colourful blooms that comes with it, now is 

the time to start feeding those blooms and crops that will be coming along soon with the warmer weather, it is 

also time to be vigilant towards the butterflies and other insects that enjoy our plants. 

‘a new threat’ 
There is a new threat that has been getting closer to our shores and has 

already been found in the southern counties it is related to the fruit fly 

but it is smaller and can penetrate most netting, it's known as SWD 

(spotted wing drosophila) and it is attracted to ripe fruit rather than 

rotting fruit as is the fruit and vinegar fly, this prefers strawberry, 

blackberry, blueberry and a few others 

In defence we can 

provide Enviromesh 

although this is a bit clumsy around larger bushes and trees and 

this also prevents pollinating insects, there is however as with 

all the other fruit pests a pheromone trap but they are expensive 

and are really for commercial growers or recommended for 

group operation as they are designed to stand out in the open 

and are effective over a large area. We can supply these if 

requested as with all other pest control methods. 

Along with the Plum fruit moth traps and the Coddling Moth 

traps we can also provide Leek Moth traps, Raspberry 

Beetle traps, Pea Moth traps and Tortrix Moth traps. If you 

need any more info on any of these I can offer a leaflet from the store. 

Canes have been in short supply recently but we do have a 

few bundles of 7 & 8 foot canes just arrived so make sure 

you get yours. 

I hope to be changing the format of this little column of 

mine next time with more Hints, Tips and Information, but 

for now any more info you can call me. 

All the Best for now Fred 
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LOST & FOUND 
Did you lose a glove at the Spring Show on 5th 

April? A left one was handed in to us 
(greyish suede type with furry cuff). 

If this is yours - please ring Janet 01702 529000 to 
arrange collection.  

Rayleigh Horticultural Society 

COACH TRIP 

SUFFOLK COASTAL TOUR 
Saturday 12th September 2015 

£35 per person 

After leaving Rayleigh at about 9.00am we 

drive to Woodbridge where we meet our 

guide from City & Village Tours and stop for 

morning coffee (not included in the price). 

Suitably refreshed we press on to Aldeburgh 

for a look around this attractive seaside town 

and maybe see where the fishermen still sell 

their catch from the beach. Onwards to 

Dunwich for a fish & chip lunch (2 courses 

with tea/coffee included in the ticket price) at 

The Flora Tea Rooms. After lunch we 

continue on to Southwold which we can 

explore independently, or go with our guide 

around possibly the finest mediaeval church in 

England, and hear all about 'Southwold Jack'.    

Back on the coach for a 4.30 ish relaxed trip 

home.  
Pick-up Points -  

Brookside Tavern, Rayleigh Road, Eastwood - 8.30 -  
Websters Way, Bus Layby  8.50         -     Rayleigh Station, Bus Stop - 9.00 

 
Tickets available from Rayleigh Horticultural Society 

Trading Store (see members' yearbook for opening hours), 

 also at Club Nights or ring Ann Baughen 01702 527456 - 

email annbaughen@yahoo.co.uk for further information.  

for free 
Hi 
The Summer show is nearly here 
time to look at your yearbook to 
see what you can enter in the 
show, your entry will get a ticket 
to see the exhibits for free. The 
sight and smell of the sweet peas 
are worth a look. Please come and 
support us. 

       Peter Noble  Show Manager  

from the  

chairman 
 

Hi All, 

Well, just as I thought the weather was 
improving, on the day I wrote this we actually 
had hailstones! However, we should all now be 
well into "planting mode" – as was proved at the 
Spring Show, which was a great success! 

Everyone enjoyed Badger's talk at the end of 
April about his "gardening year" – thanks 
Badger – we still always appreciate all the help 
you give us. 

There were more tables than ever at the Plant 
Sale, which was even better this year partly due 
to a brilliant sunny morning. 

Lots of you who come to the Store will have 
noticed the colourful display of bulbs in front of 
the door and my thanks to John Demmon, who 
spent his time planting them for us. 

Our next event is the Summer Show on Sunday, 
28th June, so do look in your yearbooks and see 
what you can enter, or if not, do come along and 
support us in the afternoon and I look forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible then.  

 
                        Colin Andrews  

MANY THANKS…… 
to Clinton and Kay Lee for donating a projector 
screen to the Society – this will be most useful 
when speakers don't bring their own – and we are 
very grateful for it.  
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“blood on the running board” 
 
Fred Feather is a popular speaker and his talk at 
March Club Night was very well attended. 

The first part of the evening was the AGM, 
followed by a break for tea and biscuits, and 
then on to Fred and 'The Motor Bandits'. He told 
us the tale of the murder of PC Gutteridge in 
September 1927. PC Gutteridge's career with the 
force up to that point had been noteworthy for 
the wrong reasons; he had rubbed colleagues and 
bosses up the wrong way and was 'moved on' to 
other stations, and had been in trouble for 
drinking in a pub when on duty. However, he 
made history when he was shot dead in the road 
at Stapleford Abbots apparently while stopping a 
car in the early hours of the morning. The car 
had been stolen from Billericay and was later 
found in Brixton, complete with blood on the 
running board and an empty cartridge case. 

 A tip off led the police to Fred Browne and he 
and an accomplice, William Kennedy were 
convicted by matching the bullets used in the 
murder with a gun found in Browne's possession. 
The science of ballistics was born.  

 

“piece of drainpipe” 
We had a very familiar face as April's Club Night 
speaker. Badger Price is one of our longstanding 
and expert members who regularly wins prizes at 
our shows. Although he grows flowers his real 
area of expertise is growing show quality 
vegetables - mainly in large pots or half barrels 
with a piece of drainpipe to blanch or keep the 
roots straight.  

He uses a lot of wood ash from his wood burning 
stove and finds culture rings the best way of 
regulating watering. Badger also mixes 
considerable quantities of his own recipe 
compost to achieve the texture he likes. He 
stressed the importance of feeding, and said at 
this time of the year we must feed our daffodils 
if we want a good display next year. 

 Badger's talk, although entitled 'My Gardening 
Year' was concerned with winter through to 
spring so I hope he will return with more advice 
- he was very interesting. 

Club night reports by upgraded page 3 reporter Pat Hill 

Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH 

email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 01702 529000 

Children's 
Potato 
Challenge 
THE SUMMER SHOW 
Sunday 28th June  
POTATO COMPETITION FOR ALL AGES UP TO 13 YEARS 

Sponsored by Viv Irvine      1st  PRIZE £5.00     2nd  PRIZE £3.00    3rd  PRIZE £2.00 

Spring Show Onion Challenge 
The Society is 
working hard to fulfil 
its role to encourage 
children and their 
parents to participate 
in gardening. As part 
of this initiative, we 
ran a small 
competition for 
children to guess the 
number of onion sets 

in a jar. The prize was an amaryllis bulb to the 
nearest three correct entries. 
First prize was won by Jade 
Schroeder, who was only 4 
away from the correct 
number of 229. Brother and 
sister, Isla and Rory Vernon 
were second and third. 
What was encouraging was 
that a number of children 
took potatoes and sunflower 
seeds to grow for the 
Summer and Autumn Shows.  

THANKS AGAIN…… 
On behalf of all the RHS members, a big thank you to our 

Chairman, Colin and his "mate" Tony Oliver, for all the 

"structural" improvements to the store. When you next 

visit, you will not only see the new counter and cane 

boxes, etc. which have been in place some time, but also 

new overhead "advertising signs" (similar to those in the 

fast food outlets) which have been made (and recently 

installed in the store), by Colin and Tony (whose help has 

been much appreciated – especially when another pair of 

hands has been needed – many thanks Tony!) 

SHOPPING AT THE STORE 
After all this refitting at the store, we can now say we 

operate like a real supermarket: you pick up your basket 

at the door when you come in, go round and fill with your 

items, then place your basket on the "purpose-built" shelf 

on the right hand side of the counter, ready for scanning 

or pricing at the till. (This way there is no confusion over 

whose items are whose!) and hopefully, not only will it 

speed up your shopping experience – but also make sure 

you do not get charged for somebody else's items. 


