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DON’T FORGET 

SUNDAY 26th JUNE 

THE RHS 
SUMMER SHOW 

MILL HALL, RAYLEIGH 
Every member welcome to exhibit Flowers, Fruit, 

Vegetables, Craft & Cakes 
(Not shown before? — now is the time, if you need help phone a committee member, call in the 

store or just turn up on show day, we are only too pleased  to help) 

Children's Potato Challenge 
FOR ALL AGES UP TO 13 YEARS 

1st PRIZE £5.00 2nd PRIZE £3.00  3rd PRIZE £2.00   

Sponsored by Viv Irvine 

Bring the pot to Mill Hall on the morning of the show before 11.30 
Doors open to the  public 2pm 

 
 
 

All meetings are held at St Michael’s Church, Sir Walter Raleigh Drive, Rayleigh. SS6 9JB       Starting at 8p.m. 
 

JUNE 28th      Keith Lovell 
History Thro' Smuggling in Essex 

Between the estuary of the River Stour dividing Essex from Suffolk and the 
point at which the River Thames reaches the sea finally dividing our county 
from Kent, there are four other estuarine rivers. These are the Colne, the 
Blackwater, the Crouch and the Roach. The 'runs' in which the smugglers 
worked, very much included the truth of 'brandy for the parson and baccy 

for the clerk' – both of whom were very happy to button their mouths to the authorities, to 
receive the rewards for helping those in the contraband trade. 

 

JULY 26th                    Spencer 
Natural Beehives 

These beehives are shaped like an egg and are hung up fairly high. 
They are made out of wicker and coated on the outside with horse 
manure. This method of beekeeping ensures the bees get to eat most of 
their own honey. 

 

AUGUST 23rd             Roger Dorking  
Tales from the Smithy 

Son of a blacksmith, Roger takes us back to rural Essex just after WW2. 
Thro' the 50s and 60s with his whimsical memories and funny anecdotes. 

 
Everybody welcome — Members £1.50—Visitors £2.50 
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Slugs and Vine Weevil 
Hello, incase you were not at the last club 
night, we are now able to supply nematodes for 
various applications but primarily for Slugs 
and Vine Weevil, I have reproduced a copy of 
the leaflet that was made available at the last 
club night so that everybody can now see what 
is available. 

These have to be ordered and paid for in 
advance, once they arrive they will be stored in 
our fridge and you will be notified by whatever 
means you choose, we can store them for three weeks but the longer you leave them the shorter time they 
will have to do their work .  

However we recently started stocking Doff Slug Defense Gel for those who prefer a more humane method 
of control, this has no harmful chemicals it is just a gel that you apply to the sides of pots and containers or 
to the uprights of staging to prevent slugs and snails from reaching your plants, it is cheaper to use than 
tape and easier as it can be applied to any shape or surface. 

I have been telling every one that we cannot get Joseph Bently & Yeoman tools any more, well it so 
happens that one of our suppliers took the opportunity and bought the entire stock when they were taken 
off the market and for a limited  period or until they are sold out, they are available. If you are interested  
let me know and I will try and get what you are after. 

We still have a promotion going on for hanging baskets and if our last speaker gave you any inspiration  
then come and see what we have to offer, our range is from 12’’ up to 18’’ with liners to match. 

All our bird seed is now sold in either 20 / 25kg bags or sold loose which 
is bagged up at the store  there will no longer be any branded small bags  
which wil make it a little cheaper as we will not have to pay any vat. 

 
At the time of writing this unfortunately we are temporarily out of stock 
of Humax M/P and we are waiting delivery but this could take a few 
weeks due to logistics……...But we have another Clover M/P compost 
in stock and it’s enriched with John Innes nutrients, but it comes in 75 lt 
bags pound for pound it is cheaper than Humax 

 

 

 

If you cannot see what you 

require please ask and if 

not stocked we most 

probably can get it for you 

if you contact the Trading 

Secretary  Fred Bartlett 

01268 952936   E&OE  

Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH 

email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 01702 529000 
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COACH 

TRIP 
 

A Summer Day Out in Kent 

Thursday 23 June  
It’s a lazy day with us heading off to Folkestone for 
lunch.  Before we get there however, we will be 
stopping for morning coffee/tea and biscuits and maybe 
picking up an idea or two for our gardens.  Duly 
refreshed, we get back on the coach and travel leisurely 
to an eatery just outside Folkestone – The Brickfield – 
where we will enjoy a two-course lunch  (included in 
your ticket price). When we are full-up and ready to go, 
our driver will take us into Folkestone where we can 
choose to explore the harbour, or stroll through the 
pretty old shopping streets, or just sit and daydream on 
the beach (the sun will be shining I promise!)  As usual, 
we will head for home about 4.30 and be back in 
Rayleigh in time for dinner (oh no - more food).  The 
cost for this will be £30.00 per person. 
For more details of the trip please pop in and see us at 
one of our monthly club meetings, or see the newsletters 
or alternatively give me a ring on 01702 527456. 

Tickets available from Rayleigh Horticultural Society 
Trading Store (see members' yearbook for opening hours), 

email annbaughen@yahoo.co.uk for further information. 
Many thanks and see you soon.                 Ann  

sight and smells 
Our Spring Show was a great 
success in entrants and 
attendance thank you 
everyone who came 
unfortunately there was a 
lack of entry's in the new 
competitor classes. The 
Summer Show is an amazing 
mix of sight and smells from 

the blooms on display (sweet peas, roses), please 
look at your year books and enter and support your 
society, help will be given to anyone who has never 
entered before. And the usual plea for help to set up the 
show 7.30am at the store 8.00am at Mill Hall. See 
you there.     Peter Noble  Show Manager  

from the chairman 

Hi All, 

Well, our weather never ceases to amaze me! One 
minute we are being blown to bits and the next we 
either have hot sunshine or a  torrential downpour – 
so goodness knows how the plants manage to 
survive! But, at the time of writing, I have potatoes, 
peas, runner beans, climbing beans, beetroot, lettuces 
and radishes all doing their best down on the 
allotment – not to mention courgettes and 
cucumbers! – all we need is a bit more consistent 
warmth with gentle rain occasionally, preferably 
overnight! 

Fortunately, one of the "hot sunshine" days, was on 
Sunday, 8th May (which was the morning of the 
Plant Sale) and made a welcome change to previous 
years when it has usually been one of the wet and/or 
windy ones! I think whether you were buying or 
selling plants – a good time was had by all. 

We still have a few tickets left for the Kent trip on 
Thursday, 23rd June – so see this page and phone 
Ann or go to the Store if you would like a ticket for 
what promises to be a grand day out. 

Our next event is the Summer Show on Sunday, 26th 
June, so do look in your yearbooks to see what you 
can enter, or, if not, come along from 2pm to see 
others exhibits. 

Don't forget that our next Club Event is on Tuesday, 
28th June, starting at 8pm – when we should have a 
very enjoyable evening with Keith Lovell talking 
about "History Thro' Smuggling in Essex".  

Please try and support our events whenever you can 
and I look forward to seeing you. 

Colin Andrews  

a few tickets stil
l remaining,  

call Ann now! 

NEW IN-
STORE 
The RHS GIFT VOUCHER 
for that extra special gift,  
the £10 voucher is  
available  
in the  
store  

NOW!  
Just ask  
at the till  
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expert sausage-
maker  
Tracy Mackness from Giggly Pig came to speak to 
members in March about her inspirational 
transition from a 'going-nowhere-fast teenager' to 
a successful businesswoman. After hanging about 
with a certain crowd, Tracy found herself in prison 
facing a 10-year sentence. She firmly states she 
was in the wrong place at the wrong time and had 
to face the penalty. However, she soon realised 
that prison could offer her opportunities that she 
had not had before. She was able to take courses 
that would help her when she re-joined society eg 
gym instruction, but she also turned her mind to 
what other courses would help her make a living. 

Having reached her late 30's she regretted missing 
out at school and she realised she was ready to be 
educated properly. After serving five years of her 
sentence she wrote to the Governor of a women's 
prison in Kent, describing herself and detailing all 
the courses she had taken (more than 40 by this 
time) and she convinced him that she would be an 
asset to the prison. In her words - she blagged her 
way into working on the prison farm - falling in 
love with a saddleback sow and that set the 
pathway for her future livelihood and passion. 
Pigs and pork.   She learned from experts about 

Children's 
Potato 
Challenge 
THE SUMMER SHOW 
Sunday 26th June  
POTATO COMPETITION FOR ALL AGES UP TO 13 YEARS 

Sponsored by Viv Irvine      1st  PRIZE £5.00     2nd  PRIZE £3.00    3rd  PRIZE £2.00 

animal husbandry and left prison equipped with 
skills she never dreamed of having. Partnering 
with a local butchers business she went on to 
become an expert sausage-maker and eventually 
founded her own business -The Giggly Pig 
Company - selling quality goods at farmers' 
markets, garden and agricultural shows and in 
stores across the country. 

Tracy is now working with the women's prisons, 
television and radio, giving inspirational insight 
into what life could be like for the inmates if they 
set their minds to it. She certainly gave members 
food-for-thought as well as a few laughs along 
the way. 

 March club night report by Ann Baughen 

cone shaped 
baskets 
At April Club Night we probably didn't learn 
much about making a hanging basket - which I'm 
sure we can all do - but the lady from Altons did 
give some tips and answered our general 
gardening questions. She said cone shaped 
baskets are best at coping with a sunny position 
and suggested putting a plastic plant saucer in the 
bottom to act as a reservoir. She recommended 
adding Swellgel and Osmacote to the compost, 
saying Altons sold them but of course our store 
also sells them and baskets - no doubt cheaper 
than Altons. She said it is best to use tap water 
rather than water from the waterbutt but let it 
stand in the watering can for 3 days to get rid of 
the chemicals. To avoid bacteria in rainwater she 
suggested seiving out the muck which collects in 
waterbutts by securing a piece of old pop-sock 
over the watering can spout with an elastic band. 
She also brought along some ready planted 
hanging baskets which sold well to our audience. 

April club night report by Pat Hill 

Gone - but not 

forgotten……. 

Vacancies!!!! 

Vacancies have arisen in the society for Newsletter distributors –  

5 times a year to deliver newsletters to Chase Road areas . 

 

If you are able to help, or would like more information, please 

phone Janet and Colin on 01702 529000. 

PHIL BAXTER 
The show benches will not be the same without 

entries from Phil Baxter, who sadly passed away 

on 28th April. Our sincere condolences go to his 

wife and family at this sad time. 

JANE LYDFORD 
We shall all miss regular show contributor and 

enthusiastic member, Jane, who passed away 

suddenly on 18th May. Our sincere sympathy goes 

to her husband and family at this difficult time. 


