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excellent news  
The real Summer weather has 
yet to arrive while I write this 
but nevertheless our Autumn 
show is only a few weeks away. 
This year has seen a rise in the number of 
entrants for both the Spring and Summer 
shows and there have been a lot of new 
names on the prize winning cards - 
excellent news on both counts. Whilst 
walking around the shows I often hear 
comments from visitors saying they had 
bigger or better plants, vegetables or flowers 
in their gardens than those on show and they 
wished they had put in an entry. At 40p per 
entry (max of £4 however many entries) it 
really is worth having a go- There is a real 
excitement coming back into the hall after 
the judging has taken place to see if you 
have been awarded a place. We are all 
here to help new exhibitors on the day or 
in the week beforehand and our numbers 
are at the front of your Year Book - please do 
call if 1 can help. 
We desperately need help to set up on the 
morning of our shows and would really 
appreciate any extra help - again, please call 
me if you can assist in any way at all. 
Finally, could all 2015 prize winners return 
their trophies to the Trading Store or to the 
show. Hope to see you all on 11th 
September. 

Peter Noble,  Show Manager  

SUNDAY 11th SEPT 

AUTUMN SHOW 
Mill Hall, Rayleigh 

Every member welcome to exhibit  
Flowers, Fruit, Vegetables, Craft & Cakes 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FROM 2 p.m. 

(Not shown before? — now is the time, if you need help phone a committee member, call in 
the store or just turn up on show day, we are only too pleased  to help)  

Largest  PUMPKIN 
FOR ALL AGES UP TO 13 YEARS 

1st PRIZE £5.00      2nd PRIZE £3.00                 3rd PRIZE £2.00  

Class sponsored by Jean Cornell  

Seed donated by Colin Andrews 

Bring to the Mill Hall on the morning of the show before 11.30 

from the chairman 

Hi All, 

Well, we had that baking hot 
spell towards the end of July 
when you just couldn't do 
enough watering – now, at 
the time of writing, we have returned to the usual 
dull skies and wetness – good old British weather! 
Although I mustn't complain this year, as I've have 
had some perfect carrots, runner beans and 
potatoes and the best crop of cucumbers for 
several years, so something must be right! I hope 
everyone else is managing to grow some good 
crops ready to display at the Autumn Show on 
Sept. 11th. 

Do try and support Club Nights if you can – 
numbers have been well down this year despite 
some very interesting speakers arranged by Ann. 
The next one is Tuesday, August 23rd at 8 pm, 
"Tales from the Smithy" – see page 2 - so make a 
date in your diary. 

We also need your help on Show Day – 
unfortunately the setting up and breaking down of 
the shows is now left to just a small few – so if 
you are fit enough and can help, Show Manager 
Peter would really appreciate it – phone him on 
01268 745925 and he will explain what time you 
will be needed on Show Day. 

Last, but not least, if you have been to the store 
lately, you will see that the flower bed in front of 
the store is now looking very tidy as it is being 
looked after by members, John Demmon  and Pat 
Hill – thanks John and Pat we really appreciate it! 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible at the Show on Sept. 11th. 

Colin Andrews  
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AUGUST 23rd             
 Roger Dorking     Tales from the Smithy 

Son of a blacksmith, Roger takes us back to rural Essex just after WW2. 
Thro' the 50s and 60s with his whimsical memories and funny anecdotes. 

 

SEPTEMBER 27th 
John Mead Baskets & Container Planting 

Looking at planting in the Autumn for the best show of spring containers. 

OCTOBER 25th 
 David Williams Mind the Gap 

The London Underground without which hundreds of thousands of people would 
struggle every day to get around. We will hear the story of the people who contributed 
to this remarkable transport system. 

Everybody welcome — Members £1.50—Visitors £2.50 
All meetings are held at 

 St Michael’s Church, Sir Walter Raleigh Drive, Rayleigh. SS6 9JB  Starting at 8p.m. 

Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH 

email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 01702 529000 

Photos by Colin Andrews 

SPECIAL FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

Plant these autumn potatoes as 
soon as possible after 
purchase. 
If planting into open ground, 
dig over the area removing any 
weeds, incorporating well-
rotted compost if available and 
a general fertiliser. Plant 10-
13cm/4-5" deep, 20-23cm/8-9" 
apart in a row, and the rows 
50cm/20" apart. 
Autumn can be dry so keep the 
potatoes well watered but 
avoid getting the leaves wet as 
this can encourage Blight. To 
reduce the risk of infection, as 
growth emerges, spray with a 

fungicide and repeat every 14 days. When the plants get to 
approx 10cm/4", carefully draw earth up the sides of the 
plant, this will encourage additional potatoes to grow from 
the covered stems, and excludes light from the tubers. 
If planting into containers or Potato Bags, use a good 
quality multi-purpose compost. Place approx 10cm/4" of 
dampened compost into the base and evenly space 3 tubers 
on top. Cover with another 10cm/4" of compost. Water 
sparingly at first and monitor carefully, keeping the compost 
moist at all times but not allowing it to become water-
logged. Once the plants reach approx. 10cm/4", add more 
compost. When the plants have grown through this 
compost, repeat.  Continue to do this until the container is 
full. 
The potatoes should be ready in approximately 12 weeks or 
after flowering. Harvest only as required, the remainder can 
be left in situ for up to a month. Potatoes growing in bags 
should be moved to a frost-free area for Christmas 
harvesting 

AVAILABLE IN STORE NOW 
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Roadshow !! 
May's Club Night talk seems a long 
while ago but if you were there you will 
probably remember Bill Butcher, he was 
very entertaining. He talked about the 
intrepid plant hunters who travelled the 
world bringing back new species to our 

shores. He told us Joseph Banks actually paid to join 
Capt Cook's first voyage to Australia as he knew he 
would make a lot of money from the specimens he 
found, and how Dr Nathaniel Ward Invented the 
'Wardian Case' which made it possible to get many 
more plants back alive. Bill has worked in many 
private gardens and said Bressingham is ‘the best’. 
He also said old Shanks lawn mowers are collectors 
items so if you find one at the back of your shed, 
don't throw it away - we might see you on the 
Antiques Roadshow. 

“such as football?” 
June Club Night was not very well 
attended as there were 'exciting' things 
on TV - such as football! However, those 
of us who did come enjoyed a talk about 
Smuggling in Essex. This was not a 
tutorial on how to do it now, but what 
happened in 'olden days'. Our long 
coastline and six river estuaries were very difficult to 
patrol in the 1800's so smuggling was a major part of 
the economy. In fact we are not far from the most 
notorious village of all, Paglesham, where smuggling 
was the main occupation. Cupola House is still there 
- and the glass 'lookout' on the roof was not to admire 
the surrounding scenery! Canvey Island was also 
heavily involved as the land was so brackish and 
unhealthy no one lived there apart from a few sheep. 
Small boats could unload their brandy for the parson 
and baccy for the clerk unhindered by Government 
excise men. 

don't interfere 
The July Club Night Talk was billed as 'Natural 
Beehives' by Spencer which made me rather expect a 
New Age Hippy. How wrong can you be! Spencer 
Christy runs an organic farm near Goldhanger on the 

Biodynamics principle. 
Basically if you don't interfere 
too much - nature works just 
fine. He keeps 'rare breeds' 
sheep and cows and his farm 
includes 25 acres of salt marsh 
frequented by many species of 
migratory birds. He started 
beekeeping by taking over hives 

from a chap who 
could no longer 
look after them, 
and after a 
couple of years 
of using 
traditional 
methods decided 

to adopt a more 
natural 
approach. He 
makes his own 
natural beehives 
from rye straw, 
coated with cow 
manure, and has 
found the bees 
thrive. His aim is not to take off the honey 
produced but encourage a healthy bee 
population so necessary for pollination. It was a 
very interesting evening 
Club Night Reports by Page 3 Reporter Pat Hill 

Coach Trip to Folkestone 
After a damp start on Thursday 23rd June, the coach set 
off for our day out to Folkestone as planned. 

David was at the helm for the day as I was unable to be 
there.  He led the group through a trouble-free, enjoyable 
day, with morning coffee in Gillingham and a lovely 
lunch in The Brickfield restaurant. The sun came out as 
they made their way to the harbour area in Folkestone 
and they were able to have a few hours enjoying the 
sights of the harbour and shopping areas before starting 
for home. 

Everyone had a lovely day and thanked David for his 
efforts. 

Next Coach Trip - Wisley Flower Show on 8th 
September. Tickets are selling well -to date only about 
six left. 

Pick-up Points -    Brookside Tavern, Rayleigh Road, Eastwood - 8.30 -  

Websters Way, Bus Layby  8.50         -     Rayleigh Station, Bus Stop - 9.00 

Tickets available from Rayleigh Horticultural Society Trading 
Store (see members' yearbook for opening hours), 

 also at Club Nights or ring Ann Baughen 01702 527456 - email 
annbaughen@yahoo.co.uk for further information.  

Gone – but not 
forgotten…….. 
 

Mrs. HAZEL 
BLATCHFORD 

We are sorry to hear that 
one of our Vice Presidents, Mrs. Blatchford, who used to 
be a very active member of the society, passed away in 

May and our sympathy goes to her family. 
 

Mr. MARSHALL 
Also, long-standing and one of our Life-Members, Mr. 

Marshall, has just passed away, so our condolences go to 
his wife and family. 

Our thoughts are with both families at this difficult time. 
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undo 
everything 
Hello All, it is usually 
about this time of the 
year that most of us take 
a break from the garden 
and try to relax in some 
where far away, but 
where ever you are and 
whatever you are doing 

the garden is relentless in its pursuit to undo everything you have managed 
to do unless you have an automatic watering 
system, someone to cut the grass, do the 
weeding and all the other tasks that you have left 
to nature. With this in mind the slugs will eat all 
your lettuces, the ants will tunnel under your 
roses unless you have been expedient enough to 
apply Nematodes to do the job for you in your 
absence. 

I know I have been banging on about this product 
for some time now, but having seen the effect for 
myself, and heard from others who have tried 
them, all have said it has been well worth the 
money and I am still trying to get a better deal on 
them but it all depends on quantities, the more I 
can order the cheaper I can buy them, but bearing 
in mind the season is getting shorter and the 
effect is reduced the later it is applied. 

If you have not been down to the store for a 
while you will not be aware that we now have 
Jacks Magic multi-purpose compost 60 lt. back 
in stock also Clover peat based compost 75 lt, 
due to popular demand. 

By the time this letter comes to you we will be 
able to start supplying the ‘Wild Bird’ feed a 
little cheaper as we manage to get some varieties 
VAT free. The tubs of Fat Balls will be a lot 
cheaper as will the small bags of "Wild Bird" 
feed in 1 and 2.5 kg bags. 

By now the seed Potatoes for Christmas 
harvesting should be in, if not any day soon, 
there will only be the one variety "Charlotte" 
(see page 2). 

The autumn planting bulbs are due in any day now, 
we have gone on past years sales records when 
ordering and only bought the varieties that sold 
out, the Daffs are pictured here, but we also have 
Prepared Hyacinths, Crocuses and Garlic. 

I have purchased a few new tools, in the snipper 
range and some are also pictured and they are the excellent Darlac range. 

Don't forget if there's anything you need to know about the shop, you can get in 
touch with me 07445786524   01268 952936 .  Good luck Fred  


