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Mill Hall, Rayleigh 

(Not shown before? — now is the time, if you 
need help phone a committee member, call in 
the store or just turn up on show day, we are 

only too pleased  to help) 

 

See page 11 of the year book  

 

ALL AGES UP TO 16 
YEARS 

 
1st PRIZE £5.00   2nd PRIZE 

£3.00   3rd PRIZE £2.00  

Sponsored by  Pat and 
Charles Hill 

Bring them along to Mill 
Hall on the morning of 
the show before 11.30 

at 
from the        

chairman 
Well it's March again already – and at 
the time of writing, our daffodils are a 
picture despite the high winds and 
changes in temperature we have been 
having. Although I hope everybody 
else's are not as forward as ours as there 
won't be any for the Spring Show on 
Sunday April 2nd!. If you have children 
who want to enter the show, look in your 
yearbook as some classes now have 
instructions at the back. 

Don't forget to visit the store for all your 
gardening needs, there are still a few 
seed potatoes left but please be quick as 
they're going fast!, and new in store 
ready to plant dahlia - lily - iris - begonia 
plus gladioli. 

If you haven't already done so now is the 
time to renew your membership – use 
the form on the back page and post to us 
or renew at the store or club nights. 

As usual, we have our plant sale on 
Sunday 7th May at the store -  if you 
would like a table to sell your plants, put 
your name down on the list at the store, 
or if you just want to buy I will be 
pleased to see you there. 

Now the evenings are starting to stay 
lighter longer, you might like to venture 
out to one of our club nights with the 
next one being on Tuesday 28th March 
(see details on the back page) 

I look forward to seeing as many of you 
as possible at any forthcoming events. 
                        Colin Andrews  

We are looking for members who would be 
prepared to have a poster placed in their 
front gardens advertising our great shows, 
this would be for 3 times a year for 
approximately 3 weeks at a time, anyone 
willing to help, please phone our show 
manager Peter Noble on 01268 745925 

STORE OPENING 
TIMES 

February to July and September and October 

10 - 12.30 Tuesday to Saturday   -    Sunday 10 - 12.00 

January, AUGUST, November and December 

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday only 

always closed on Monday 
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Vacancies!!!! 
Vacancies have arisen in the society for Newsletter Deliverers – this would 

be for 5 times a year and at present are required for some in 

 Eastwood also Whitehouse Chase / Chaseside areas 

If you are able to help, or would like more information, please phone Janet 

on 01702 529000. 

plus ALL YOUR USUAL GARDENING NEEDS- 

HUMAX COMPOST - GROW BAGS - POTTING GRIT - BARK - 

FARMYARD MANURE - CANES - BIRD FOOD - FERTILISERS - POTS - 

NETTING - FLEECE - LABELS - LAWN SEED - 6X - CAPILLARY 

MATTING - CLOCHES - ROCK DUST -SPADES - FORKS - PRUNING 

KNIVES - VEGETABLE SEEDS - FLOWER SEEDS - HAND TOOLS  
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COACH 
TRIPS 
2017 

BRESSINGHAM 
GARDENS  

Our first coach trip for 2017 will be to 
BRESSINGHAM GARDENS in Diss, Norfolk. 

There are 16 acres of gardens here, including two 
world famous and distinctly personal gardens. 
There is a spectacular Summer Garden and a 
newly planted Fragrant Garden. There are also 
exhibitions and a museum. Refreshments can be 
purchased from Alastair's Cafe where light snacks 
can be purchased from £2.00 or meals which 
range from £4 per head. There is also a picnic 
area. 

From the end of January tickets will be available 
at the store, on Club Nights or from Ann Baughen 
(01702 527456). 

Cost: £28.00 per  head which includes coach, 
mid-morning tea/coffee and cake and entrance 
to Bressingham. 

Pick-up points and times will be printed on the 
tickets but will be as under; 

8.30    Brookside Tavern, Eastwood (free car park 
opposite)  

8.45     Websters Way Car Park (free parking on 
Sunday)  

8.55     Rayleigh Station 

We look forward to seeing you at the store or on 
Club Nights.  
I would really appreciate some feedback from members on our recent trips, 
and if you have any good ideas for a future trip, please talk to me about it.  
I do try to keep costs reasonable and I’m sure you appreciate that this is 
getting more difficult by the year.  

For more details of the trips please pop in and 
see us at one of our monthly club meetings, or 
see the newsletters or alternatively give me a 
ring on 01702 527456. 

Many thanks and see you soon.                 Ann  

washing 
up liquid ! 
 
As usual, Badger 
Price kicked off our 
series of 2017 Club 
Night talks. I think it's 
very kind (or 
confident) of him to 
share his tips for growing and preparing perfect veg 
for the show bench, although he always seems to 
welcome competition. Among his hints were don't 
touch pea pods or you will get finger prints on 
them, to stop a marrow growing to allow another to 
catch up to make a good pair just cut through the 
stem near the marrow but don't move it - it will stay 
fresh for a week or so. Dig potatoes up about 3 
weeks before a show, select matching ones and re 
bury them where they grew (don't put in peat, it will 
mark the skins) then the night before you only need 
to dig them up and wash them - the skins will have 
hardened so you can gently scrub them clean. In 
fact, washing up liquid figures very prominently in 
Badger's life, and not to his wife's benefit. His other 
general tips were to use vinegar as a non toxic 
weedkiller, ivy can be killed with an application of 
neat bleach, and whatever you do don't use too 
many slug pellets. They work by appealing to slugs 
and snails taste buds over your seedlings and veg but 
if you put too many down you will just succeed in 
attracting all the molluscs in the area!  

Club night reports by page 3 reporter Pat Hill 

Your FREE WILD 
FLOWER 
MEADOW seeds 
for the children’s 
Autumn show 
challenge are 
NOW available at 
the store 

 Gone - but not forgotten ……… 

Brian Hughes 

a keen golfer and  passionate allotmenteer who sadly 

passed away on 14th January 2017, our sympathy goes to 

his wife and family at this difficult time 
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28 MARCH  

AGM 

MIKE LOGAN-WOOD 

More Secret Lives of 
Birds 

Over the years Mike has amassed a wealth of little 
known interesting facts and anecdotes about birds, 
some seen in the gardens of Essex, others from a bit 
further afield. 

25 APRIL 

REMUS 
HORSE 
SANCTUARY 

See the Horses 
and their 
Carers 

Carrie tells us about the work of the Sanctuary and 
we learn about the horses living there. Amusing 
stories from the stables and the team who work 
there. 

 

23 MAY 
BOB OGLEY 
Doodlebugs & Rockets 
Over Essex 
Bob regales us with stories and 
historical facts from WWII 
describing some of the items and 
artefacts we may find in our gardens 
and allotments. 

Everybody welcome  

Members £1.50  —  Visitors £2.50 

THE SUMMER SHOW Sunday 25th June 2017 

Sponsored by Viv Irvine      1st  PRIZE £5.00     2nd  PRIZE £3.00    3rd  PRIZE £2.00 

Come along to the Trading Store and ask for the special Children's Competition Seed 
Potato, pot and growing instructions.  

 

Name…………………………………………………….. 

Address…………………………………………………. 

………..…………………………………………………... 

Post Code……………………… 

Telephone number…………………………………….. 

Email……………………………………………………... 

MEMBERSHIP FEE £5.00  

Per household per annum. 

Send this form with a cheque made payable to 
“Rayleigh Horticultural Society”  

If you would like a copy of the Year Book then please enclose an 
A4 stamped addressed envelope with £1.19 stamps on it.  

To: The membership secretary, 

Rayleigh Horticultural Society, 

Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH 

email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 01702 529000 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

FORM for 2017 

Here we go again! Another year and our 
first show is on Sunday 2nd April.   This 
year we are trying very hard to get as 

many youngsters as we can to participate in our shows 
and to that end two of our members have very kindly 
visited all the schools in the area to leave the current Year 
Book and explain how the children can become involved. 
Children can enter any of the classes, not just those 
specifically listed as being for children, so please do 
encourage them to have a go - it really is good fun as well 
as being educational! 

Hopefully we can make this year's shows bigger and better 
than ever before. As ever, we are always grateful for help 
in setting up and clearing away at these events so if you 
are able to come along and give a hand, please contact 
me or simply turn up at the Trading Store from 7.30 am on 
2nd April, or from 8 am at Mill Hall - you will be very 
warmly welcomed indeed 

                                                  Peter Noble, Show Manager  


