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27 JUNE JOHN ASKEY
25 JULY

Starting at 8p.m.

The story of the Victoria Cross

DAVID WILLIAMS

Dark Tourism

Have you been to Auschwitz? Would you go to the Museum of Skulls in
Cambodia? Are you curious about visiting the site of the 9/11 disaster in New
York and want to see the Ground Zero memorial? Hundreds of thousands do.
Tourism is a steadily expanding industry but few people are aware of the
impact that DARK TOURISM is having. It is all about death and disaster,
torture and cruelty. Paying respects to those who have died and suffered
brutality are not always the reasons that people go to these places. This
presentation takes a wide look at the subject, touches on personal grief and
sadness and reveals why academics are looking closely at this growing phenomena.

22 AUGUST

COLIN BANKS

My Life of Hats

One man's comical look at hats for all occasions through the ages, and if we are
lucky, a song to go with.
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Everybody welcome — Members £1.50—Visitors £2.50

A big thank you to everyone who came to the Spring Show. We had the most entries since 2011 which was a
fantastic result so let's try and do the same or even better for the Summer Show on the 25th June. The sight
and smell of the Sweet Pea displays alone make it worth attending. At each Show we seem to have more and
more handicraft and domestic entries, so along-with the stalls selling your gardening essentials, plants, cakes,
bric-a-brac and more, there is something for everyone. Do put the date in your diaries and come along and
support the Society on the day.
An awful lot of hard work goes on behind the scenes at every show and we are always desperate for help in
setting up and clearing away. The more assistance we can get, the quicker we are able to get things up and
running so if you are able to help on the 25th June we will welcome you with open arms. We will be at the
Trading Store in Daws Heath Road from 7.30 a.m. and at Mill Hall from 8.00 a.m. Clearing up starts from
4.30 p.m.
If you need any more information on helping, please call me on 01268 745925. Peter Noble Show Manager

SUNDAY 25th JUNE
Every member welcome to exhibit Flowers, Fruit,
Vegetables, Craft & Cakes
(Not shown before? — now is the time, if you need help phone a committee member, call in the
store or just turn up on show day, we are only too pleased to help)

FOR ALL AGES UP TO 16 YEARS
1st PRIZE £5.00 2nd PRIZE £3.00 3rd PRIZE £2.00
Sponsored by Viv Irvine
Bring the pot to Mill Hall on the morning of the show before 11.30

Doors open to the public 2pm
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interesting array of speakers
By the time you are reading this newsletter,
Spring will be well and truly sprung and I for one
have been enjoying the early Spring flowers and
the thought of a blissful Summer to come (well I
am known as the optimist in our family!). I'm
sure you will all have been planning your gardens
and allotments over the past months and veggies
and flowers will be making their way into your
plots. However, it's not all about hard work is it?
Spare a thought for a nice relaxing day out maybe
a coach trip or two?
I'm glad to say our Bressingham trip is now fully
booked and thank you to everyone who is coming
on 11th June. Tickets are now available for our
trip to RHS Wisley Flower Show on Saturday 9th
September and as usual, they can be obtained
either from the trading store, or by ringing me
(see your Members' book for my number) if
visiting the store is difficult for you.
Enjoy your gardens and allotments and I look
forward to seeing you at one of the flower shows
in The Mill Hall, Rayleigh, or at the Plant Sale or
maybe at one of our Club Nights. I have lined up
an interesting array of speakers for the rest of the
year and it's not all about gardening. For example
we have speakers talking about a local horse
sanctuary, doodlebugs and rockets over Essex and
life with Nelson Mandela to name but a few
topics.
Happy gardening. Ann

A LITTLE BIT OF
OUR HISTORY

NEW PRODUCTS IN STORE
TOMATO
STARTER

Compost blends
used in grow
bags do not
always contain
the
complex
biology
of
garden soils that
support
the
efficient transfer
of nutrients and
water to plants.
Using a few
Tomato Starter
biscuits is the
perfect way to
get the absolute best from your tomatoes, salads and
vegetables.
When watered, the biscuit will swell up to 5 times
its original size and all the beneficial microbes will
start to grow, bringing your compost to life. The
other components will provide a steady release of
nutrients and trace elements whilst the water
retaining crystals will help prevent your compost
from drying out.

If you look
at the list of
trophies and
awards in the
year book
page 5 you
will find the
Anfilogoff
Cup
and
thanks to the
Evening
Echo, this
photograph
circa 1930
of
Mrs
Anfilogoff,
(prominent
in Rochford
Hundred
W.I. and our
Society) has
turned up.

Artline Garden Marker with
fine point, permanent and non fade.
Mealworm coconut bird feeder

If you cannot see what
you require please ask
and if not stocked we
most probably can get it
for you if you contact the
Trading Secretary 01702
527456. E&OE
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from the
chairman

COACH
TRIP

Wisley Flower Show

Hi All,
On looking back at previous newsletters it seems
that I always start by mentioning the weather –
and this one's no exception! So I hope the
delicate plants in your garden or allotment are
managing to survive and still able to produce
fruit or blooms despite either being blown to
bits, fried alive in hot sun, or drowned in a
torrential downpour! Hopefully, you will still
have some fine specimens for the show benches
at our Summer Show on Sunday, 25th June, but
if not, then please come along to the Mill Hall
after 2pm to see everyone else's efforts!
Despite Ann putting on an interesting
programme of speakers this year, Club Nights
are, unfortunately, being really badly supported
and I would hate for these regular events to have
to be cancelled through lack of interest. So,
please try and come along if you can – see front
page for details – it's always a good evening to
meet other members with refreshments thrown
in and where else would you get an evening out
for £1.50?
Please try and support our events whenever you
can and I look forward to seeing you soon.
Colin Andrews

The tickets
for
our
coach trip
to Wisley
Flower
Show are
now
available
both from
the Trading Store and from me if you can't make a
store visit. The date is Saturday 9th September and
we have the usual three pick-ups, Brookside
Tavern Eastwood, Websters Way car park and
Rayleigh Station. I have managed to keep the cost
the same this year ie £13 per person and we are
using the same coach company as last year,
Reliance Coaches.
Although September seems like a long time away,
please, please don't leave it until the last minute to
book, as last year some people were disappointed
when the tickets had all been sold. I'm always
glad for members' suggestions on venues for us to
visit but just remember we don't want to spend
more than four hours of our day travelling - even
though the coach is nice and comfortable!
It would be really nice to see a few new faces at
our monthly Club Nights. If you have never
been, why not give it a try during one of the
Summer months. We have some good speakers
lined up and they only speak on their topic for
about 50 minutes and the rest of the evening
(about another hour) is spent chatting, drinking
tea or coffee and having a raffle and a chuckle
or two. So come and say 'hello'. I will be on the
door, probably with my trusty colleague Viv
and we would love to see you.
Ann Baughen
01702 527456.
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“attendance was very low”

Remus
Horse
Sanctuary is near
Ingatestone,
and
two
of
their
volunteers came to
April Club Night to
tell us about their
work. Sadly (and
rather
embarrassingly) the
attendance was very low - I'm not sure whether
the cold weather put people off or whether they
thought it wouldn't be an interesting talk. In fact,
it was a very good evening hearing how some of
man's cruelty to animals can be overcome. The
'before'and 'after' slides were in many cases quite
amazing. One of their volunteers is qualified in
animal massage therapy, and this makes the
horses so relaxed they have to lean on a fence to
avoid falling over. Sue Burton, the founder,
receives many calls from the public who are
concerned about the welfare of horses and in
some cases from owners who can no longer look
after their animal. She responds to all calls and is
proud that she never turns an animal in need
away, taking in cows, sheep and goats too. The
sanctuary has an open afternoon on the first
Sunday of each month up to October so if you
missed the talk you might like to go along and
support a very worthwhile cause - see their
website or Ann Baughen who will have details.

“cup of Bovril”

The last time Brian Carline spoke at one of our
Club Nights it was on a gardening subject, this
time could not have been more different. It was a
trip down memory lane for most of us in the
audience who grew up in the 1940's and '50's, and
it included a lot of laughter. Brian grew up in
Salford in Lancashire and he says times were hard.
Food was of the inexpensive variety and clothes
were always hand-me-downs as he was the
youngest in the family. He mentioned the games
they played and the playground songs - he sang the
line 'The big ship sails down'…….and we all
finished 'the alley alley oh'! There was a chorus of
'oh yes' when he mentioned Rin Tin Tin and Tex
Ritter and he made us all laugh when he recalled
playing Knock Down Ginger and said it's now
played by parcel delivery drivers. He said he
would finish with a quiz. He provided the first line
of various advertising slogans, and guess what we all knew which toothpaste made you 'wonder
where the yellow went when you brush your teeth
with ……… I was chatting with a member at the
store the next morning and said I was reminded of
swimming lessons at a freezing cold outdoor pool
and she had been to the same one. And she
reminded me of the smell of the cup of Bovril at
the end of the lesson, and said she's never been
able to face the drink since!

“Bums & Tums Diet”

I think all the audience were impressed that our
May speaker, Bob Ogley, spoke fluently and
interestingly for over an hour with no notes
whatsoever. He used to be a local newspaper
editor in Kent, and after the 'hurricane' of 1987
hired a local pilot to take him up to take pictures
of the devastation. Out of that came a book which
he was told was unlikely to sell 500 copies but
after many reprints sold over 250,000 copies only missing out on topping the bestseller list to
Rosemary Conley's Bums & Tums Diet Book!
This persuaded him to become a book publisher
and ditch the deadlines of editorship. Following a
chat with the pilot who took him up on the
original flight he was introduced to the
Commanding Officer of Biggin Hill who
suggested a book on Doodlebugs and V2 rockets
in WW2. Bob can remember walking with his
mother when he was about five, and her throwing
him into a ditch and jumping on top of him, so
the idea intrigued him. The resulting book was
another best seller and provided a very interesting
talk for us.

birds don't get cold feet !!!

Our March Club Night was our AGM and you
may be pleased to know no one was talked into
anything and all the committee were voted back
on again. This lasted for about 10 minutes, and
then after tea and biscuits it was on to the talk on
birds. Mike Logan-Wood had some nice slides and
came up with some interesting facts - such as birds
don't get cold feet in the snow (bet that's a weight
off your mind) as blood circulates through a
specially warm part of their body to keep them
toastie, and blackbirds can have different coloured
beaks depending on their diet. He mentioned that
wrens are our most common bird; I have heard
this before bul find it difficult to believe as I'm
sure I see other species much more often. One fact
concerning wrens had us all laughing though.
Males build several simple nests in a garden then
entice a female to look around. She chooses one
and then spends time rebuilding and improving it.
Meanwhile he goes off and finds another mate
who chooses a nest settles in and improves it.
This is repeated several times over, and I'm not
sure whether the male are very clever or the
females easily conned!

Club night reports by Pat Hill

Editors: Janet & Colin Andrews, 339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH
email: peskypixie@supanet.com.
Phone: 01702 529000
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