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riot of colour  
Here we are getting prepared for 
our last show of the year on the 
3rd September (where has the year gone). 

 Our Autumn show is a riot of colour with 
dahlias of all shapes and sizes, Fruit and 
Vegetables of all shapes and sizes too.  

Do look through your year book to put 
any entry in to support your Society help 
will be given to anyone who has not 
entered before, and to anyone who needs 
it. Or come along to see what our entrants 
have worked hard to show. 

And the usual plea for help to set up the 
show 7.30 am at the store 8.00 am at Mill 
Hall. 

p.s. Please return cups & trophies to the 
store or show 

Peter Noble  Show Manager  

SUNDAY 3rd SEPT 

AUTUMN SHOW 
Mill Hall, Rayleigh 

Every member welcome to exhibit  
Flowers, Fruit, Vegetables, Craft & Cookery 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FROM 2 p.m. 

FOR ALL AGES UP TO 16 YEARS 

1st PRIZE £5.00      2nd PRIZE £3.00                 3rd PRIZE £2.00  

Class sponsored by Ron Coutts  

Seed donated by Colin Andrews 

Bring to the Mill Hall on the morning of the show before 11.30 

 

Hi All, 
Well, despite all those 
gale force winds and 
torrential downpours, I 
have had really good crops of carrots, 
cucumbers and lettuces, although my 
tomatoes and runner beans have been very 
disappointing, so I hope everyone else is 
managing to grow some good crops ready to 
display at the Autumn Show on September 
3rd. 
Important news is that during the month of 
August, the Store is only open on Tuesday, 
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday mornings – 
so please bear this in mind when visiting. 
We're holding 2 special Raffles (see full 
information on page 2), which are being 
drawn at Trophy Presentation Night in 
November and the Autumn Show. Tickets 
cost members £1 each and are available from 
the Store, Club Nights or the Autumn Show, 
so why not have a go and see if you could be 
a lucky winner? 
Don't forget if you want to go on the Wisley 
coach trip on Sept. 9th, hurry and book your 
tickets now at the Store, or phone Ann 01702 
527456, as they are selling fast and you don't 
want to be disappointed. 
Even if you don't have anything to show on 
Sept. 3rd, please come along to the Mill Hall 
after 2 pm to support us, and I look forward 
to seeing as many of you as possible.                                                                                        

Colin Andrews  

 

 
A vacancy has arisen in the society for a  
Newsletter distributor – 5 times a year to 
deliver newsletters to the Leslie Rd. / 
Warwick Rd. / Grove Rd. areas . 

If you are able to help, or would like more 
information, please phone Janet on 

07 752 360 795 
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22 AUGUST  
COLIN BANKS             My Life of Hats 
One man's comical look at hats for all occasions through the ages, 
and if we are lucky, a song to go with. 

 

  
 

26 SEPTEMBER 
KATHY MORGAN                Mandela 
Kathy was a journalist in South Africa at the momentous time of Nelson Mandela's 
incarceration and she shares her first-hand story with us 

 

24 OCTOBER 
MAZ MORGAN         Springtime in Japan 
Cherry blossom time in Japan as described by Maz. She shows us magical 
pictures and shares some humorous stories with us. 

 

Everybody welcome — Members £1.50—Visitors £2.50 
All meetings are held at 

 St Michael’s Church, Sir Walter Raleigh Drive, Rayleigh. SS6 9JB  Starting at 8p.m. 

Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH 

email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 01702 529000 

Photos by Colin Andrews 

2hrs 

GARDENING 
with our RHS QUALIFIED 

PROFESSIONAL GARDENER 

SHAUN COX 
Raffle to take place at Autumn Show, Mill Hall, 3rd September 2017 

TRUGGIE  

The Gardeners 

 Tool Trolley 

RAFFLE 
Raffle to take place at 

Club Night  

28th November 2017 

TICKETS FOR BOTH THESE STUNNING GOODIES ARE 

AVAILABLE NOW AT THE STORE / CLUB 

NIGHT / SHOW AT £1 EACH buy NOW DON’T MISS OUT 
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f o l l ow i n g 
orders! … 

Hooray! More people 
attended June Club Night - 
I'm not sure if this was 
because the subject interested 
them or if our nagging paid 
off! However, John Askew 
(not Askey as we incorrectly 
said in our Yearbook and 
posters) spoke about the 

history of the Victoria Cross. This award was 
introduced by Queen Victoria and first given in 
1857. The citation is 'for gallantry in the face of the 
enemy' and it is the first award which can be given 
to all ranks, from officers to privates - previously 
the powers-that-be thought lowly ranks were only 
'following orders'! The medals are made from two 
guns captured at the battle of Sebastopol in the 
Crimean War and there is just enough bronze left 
for another 80 medals, plus a few 'in stock'. Since 
1958 it can also be awarded to civilians although 
this has not yet happened. John did confuse me and 
another member of the audience when he asked 
what had been awarded to the island of Malta and 
we chirped up 'the GC'. John said no, it was the VC 
- but I still disagree! 

thought provoking 
 
Apparently' Dark Tourism' is now 
an accepted part of the tourist 
industry, David Williams talk was 
thought provoking. The question 
is - what is an acceptable interest 
in the past and what is just 
ghoulish? Tourists flock to the 
Tower of London to see the spot 

where Anne Boleyn was executed and go on Jack 
the Ripper walking tours in the East End to see the 
spots where women were murdered. Thousands 
visit Auschwitz and the 7/11 memorial. Remember 
the queue for the Chamber of Horrors at Madam 
Tussauds? But it isn't socially acceptable to visit 
the site of a recent murder. David said the village 
of Soham had people arrive for a 'day out and look 
round' shortly after the murders of Holly and 
Jessica by Ian Huntley. So the answer seems to be 
if it was a long while ago it's fine, but if it is recent 
- it's not. As I said - thought provoking.  

 
Club Night Reports by Page 3 Reporter Pat Hill 

Hi there members. By the time you are reading 
this, hopefully we will all be enjoying some of the 
fruits of our labours. I can tell you now my 
strawberries were out of this world this year, the 
biggest and sweetest we have grown yet. That wet 
and chilly Spring followed by an early burst of 
warmth must have done the trick. Now they are 
just a sweet, lingering memory, although I can 
remind myself of the pleasure by tucking into the 
strawberry jam David made. Yummy. 

Some of you came with me on the coach trip to 
Bressingham Gardens in Norfolk, back in June and 
what a grand day we had. The sun shone, it was a 
little bit cool with a welcome breeze now and then 
but comfortable enough to eat our picnic 'al fresco'. 
David and I found a lovely shaded spot in the 
private garden in Bressingham Hall which they 
had opened. We sat in a rustic shed-type building 
rigged out with chairs and situated right in the 
front garden of the house. A cheese roll never 
tasted so good as we just watched the people stroll 
by and listened to the buzzing of the bees. We all 
had the chance to take a ride on one of several 
steam trains and that was included in our entry 
ticket. I loved the smell of the steam and watching 
someone else do all the hard work of stoking the 
furnace to make the engine go. 

That was my first visit to the gardens and it won't 
be the last. We went at the suggestion of one of our 
members so you can see I am always happy to 
consider suggestions for trips - providing of course 
we don't spend all our day travelling. We returned 
back home to Rayleigh by about 6.30. 

Tickets for our second trip on Saturday 9th 
September to Wisley Flower Show are selling very 
quickly so if you haven't booked yet and want to 
go, either give me a ring or visit the Trading Store. 
People do enjoy visiting Wisley but as we have 
been there several years' running, perhaps we will 
ring the changes next year. Let me know your 
thoughts. 

Happy rest-of-the-Summer, maybe I will see some 
of you at one of our Club Nights. If you are new to 
Club Nights, I am usually on the door so do 
introduce yourself. It's always good to put a face to 
a name. The next one is Tuesday 22 August and 
then Tuesday 26 September and Tuesday 24 
October. We have interesting speakers at each of 
these - see in your Year Book for details - and last 
but not least on 28th November we have Trophy 
Night which is our last meeting of the year. We 
treat Trophy Night as our opportunity to have a 
drink and some nibbles in celebration of the 
coming season. So, who knows, next time I speak 
to you I may be uttering those immortal words 
'Happy Christmas'. 

Ann Baughen 
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By the time you read 
this newsletter we will 
have all your favourite 
Spring bulbs in stock 
(hopefully) for example 
- daffodils - including 
tete-a-tete, hyacinths, 
crocus and tulips - a 
variety of types for your 
selection. In the main, prices will be the same as or very 
similar to our existing prices. We do try to give our 
members a good deal on plants, bulbs, seeds, tools, 
fertilisers, weed killers etc. 
 
 

Also we will be able to supply your over-wintering 
onions ie Radar and Shakespeare. 
 

Don't forget for August only, the store 
opening times will change to Tuesday, 
Thursday, Saturday 10 -12.30 and Sunday 
10 - 12 noon. 
 
The Team look forward to seeing you in the shop soon. 
David Baughen 

Gone – but not 
forgotten…….. 
 

DOUGLAS (Doug) 
GLADWELL 

We are sorry to hear that  long time member and keen 
allotmenteer  Doug passed away on Wednesday 12th 
July and our sympathy goes to his wife and  family. 

Welcome 
 
As the society gets busy we are 
pleased to welcome Mark Wilson as 
a new addition to your committee, 
most people have seen Mark helping 
round the shows and club night. 
 
I will try not to wear him out. Chairman 


