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Looking back through past newsletters I note that this is my 10th year as Show 
Manager - how time flies! During that time, your hard working Committee 
have been constantly working behind the scenes trying to come up with new 
ideas to make our three shows bigger, better and more interesting. We are 
always open to suggestions and if anybody has any suggestions you would 
like us to consider, do please contact one of your Committee members - our 
contact details are in your Year Book. Last year's initiative was to try and 

inspire more of your children and grandchildren to take part with a view to becoming the next 
generation of enthusiastic horticulturalists and I am delighted to say that as a result we have a new 
name on the Children's Cup this year which will be presented to the proud recipient at the Trophy 
Presentation evening on Tuesday, 28th November. The evening kicks off at 8pm at St Michael's 
Church Hall (off the London Road) with the trophy presentations, followed by a buffet for 
everyone which once again will be provided by the kind ladies at W.I. Country Markets. There 
will be the usual fun quiz and raffle afterwards and this year we also have the extra raffle of a 
Garden Truggie which has been donated to us and the winning ticket (tickets available at the store) 
will be chosen, so do come along. Of course, you will have the opportunity to renew your 
membership which I am delighted to say will remain at £5 per annum, per family. The evening is 
for all Club members, not just the Trophy winners, and is always good fun. 
I must say a huge thank you to each and every one of you who has supported the 
Society during the year, whether by sponsoring classes, entering shows, taking a 
sales table, helping to set up/clear away at each show or by simply just attending 
Shows and Club evenings. Without your help and attendance we would not have 
such a fantastic Society, one which is regarded as the best in Essex! Please do 
continue to support us in the coming year. 
My very best wishes to you all for the festive season - see you in 2018!.                                  
Peter Noble Show Manager  
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Hi All, 
Well, we're nearly at the end of another year again – and I hope 
most of you have had an enjoyable 2017. 
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all our 
advertisers in the 2018 yearbook, all due again this year to 
Shaun Cox, who has had the hard job of selling the advertising 
– so please try and support them whenever you can to make Shaun's job easier – thanks a 
lot Shaun! 
It is now time to renew your membership for 2018, see the renewal form on page 4 if you 
want to pay by cheque in the post or set up a Standing Order – although you can always 
come to the Trophy Presentation evening on Tuesday, 28th November and renew there, 
or at the Store after that date. 
I would also like to thank all the loyal members of the committee for supporting me, 
working hard throughout the year and generally keeping the Society ticking along so 
smoothly, especially David Baughen, who is now into his second year of running the 

Store and has really got into his stride (not an easy job). 
All that remains for me to say now is, I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a very Happy and Healthy New Year, and look 
forward to seeing you at our first Club Night of 2018 with Badger 
Price on Tuesday, 23rd January (not 29th as has been mentioned in 
the yearbook and some club night programmes). 

Colin Andrews  

From the Editors 

We would like to thank all the contributors to your newsletter: Pat Hill, Peter Noble, 
Ann & David Baughen and any others we may have forgotten. 

A big thank you also to everyone who delivers newsletters - whether you've been 
doing it for years or have only just taken on a round recently - we are really grateful for 
all your help. And, last but by no means least - thanks to all the hard-working volunteers manning the store - 
on a quiet day it may seem like a fruitless task, but the society couldn't do without you. 

Whatever you do - the society really appreciates all the efforts from the volunteers.    Janet & Colin Andrews  
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Everybody welcome 

NOVEMBER 28th 

Followed by quiz & buffet 

really 

nice……. 
I think August's 
speaker, Colin Banks, 
was known to several 

members of the audience who have heard him 
speak at other clubs. The talk was 'as it says on the 
tin' - my life through hats, or put another way, the 
hats he has worn during his life, from childhood 
(with anecdotes) to National Service (with 
anecdotes) to Jobs (policeman -with anecdotes) to 
places in the world he has visited (with anecdotes).  
We were only a small audience as I think so many 
people were on holiday but everyone seemed to 
enjoy themselves, and in fact I heard one member 
say to him afterwards how much he had enjoyed 
the talk - which was really nice. 

 

“incredibly 

stressful” 

Kathy Morgan, September Club Night's speaker, 
was a journalist and radio presenter in South 
Africa in 1988 when Nelson Mandela was freed 
after 27 years imprisonment. She started by telling 
us about Mr Mandela's early life. Born in 1918, he 
was an extremely clever child.   His father died 
when he was 9 and the elders in his town decided 
to fund his education in the hope he would return 
and bring benefits to the community. Apparently 
his primary school teacher couldn't pronounce his 
name so called him Nelson. After university he 
started his own law firm with a friend and, as the 

first black lawyers in the country, were greatly in 
demand. His original sentence of 7 years 
imprisonment for being the head of a banned 
organisation was increased to 'life' on the charge 
of treason. When he was eventually released 
Kathy was the radio presenter covering the event. 
She played us a recording of part of her broadcast 
and said it was incredibly stressful as her TV 
monitor broke down and she had no idea what 
was happening and why his 30 mile journey from 
the prison to Cape Town took over three hours. 
However, she said this broadcast was the most 
memorable event of her long career. 

 

 

I was hoping October's 
talk entitled 'Springtime 
in Japan' would not 
consist entirely of slides 
of cherry blossom - I 
feared I would suffer from 

'cherry blossom overload' quite quickly. However, 
the Japanese people do place a lot of store in this 
annual spectacle with a nightly forecast following 
the news of optimum blossom time in various 
areas of the country. Maz also noticed teenagers 
taking pictures of trees in flower with their mobile 
phones and commented you don't see many 
teenagers in this country taking pictures of 
flowers. Actually this was a small part of the talk 
as Maz and her husband described the culture and 
ways of the country in a very humorous way. She 
said the food was 'interesting' - and not always in 
a good way - and struggled with their way of 
sitting on their haunches rather than on seats. I 
don't think many of us would have coped with that 
either. She also had us in stitches with her 
description of their high tech (or very low tech for 
the locals) toilets, complete with heated seats and 
music, and a complicated flushing 
system which, when you couldn't 
read the signs, was rather 'hit and 
miss'.  A very good speaker and 
much more interesting than I 
expected. 

Club Night Reports  by Pat Hill 
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                 Please remember the store will NOT be open on WEDNESDAYS  AND  FRIDAYS after 

Tuesday 31st of October 2017 until February 1st 2018 (see year book or membership card) 

If you are reading this from the comfort of your favourite armchair, perhaps you 
would consider spending an hour or so with me, or one of our other volunteers, in 
the Trading Store. We are a friendly team but we could really do with your help. 
Every month I have to fill in the hours that the shop opens with people to serve 
members and it is sometimes quite a challenge. This Summer for instance, what 
with Summer holidays, coughs and colds, accidents and general 'family stuff’ I 
had to really consider closing the store on more than one occasion. As you may 
know, we are not allowed to trade with just one person on the premises. 

All I'm asking is two hours of your time a week, either in a regular slot or maybe you would be happy to 
fill in every now and then. Either way, you know the shop opening times are Tuesday to Saturday 10 -
12.30 and 10 - 12 on Sunday. Think about it and if you want to know more give me a ring (01702 527456). 
The work is not difficult, meeting people, the chance to talk - a lot - about all things horticultural and 
serving behind the counter. Who knows, you may find it beats sitting in your armchair. 

David Baughen Trading Store Manager 

Welcome to the last edition of our 
Newsletter for 2017. There are still 
some daffodils/narcissi and tulips in 
stock and it's not too late to put 
them in. Also in store is our latest 
range of vegetable and flower seeds 
ready for next year. 
Back in stock we now have Clover 
multi-purpose compost with 
enriched John Innes mix at £6.60 for 
75 litres (a saving of over £1 per 
bag!) and decorative bark at £4.50 
a bag with a saving of £2 a bag. 

Potatoes and onions for next year should be in store by the end of January.  
The store's last trading day before Christmas will be Sunday 17th December 2017 and we will be 
opening again on Tuesday 9th January 2018. I hope to see a few more people at our club nights in 
future, as we organise and run these especially for our members. 
I would also like to say a big thank you to all of our volunteers who have worked so hard in 2017, as 
without their help we would not be able to run our store. Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and 
prosperous New Year from Ann and David Baughen 

 
PLUS TOOLS FOR THAT 
SPECIAL PERSON FOR 
CHRISTMAS!!!!! 
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Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH               email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 07 752 360 795 (after 10.00am please) 

23rd JANUARY 
'BADGER' PRICE known locally as The Tree Man of Great Wakering will 
be speaking about the Shaping and Pruning of Trees in our gardens and plots. 
Although, as ever with Badger, I know there will be more than just trees on his agenda.  

(We may be able to include in this session a general Q&A with Geoff Blower). 

27th FEBRUARY 
PENNY POPPINS - Have your ever met a lady chimney sweep?  

Well Penny is just that and will be talking about the funny side of Life as a 
Female Chimney Sweep, a female in a very male dominated industry.  

Everybody welcome — Members £1.50—Visitors £2.50 
All meetings are held at 

  St Michael’s Church, Sir Walter Raleigh Drive, Rayleigh. SS6 9JB 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

FORM for 2018 

Name…………………………………………………………………………. 

Address…………………………………………………………………….... 

……….……..…………………………………………………………………. 

…………………..….…………………………………………………………. 

Post Code……………………… 

Telephone number……………………………………………………….... 

Email…………………………………………………………………………. 

MEMBERSHIP FEE £5.00  

Per household per annum. 

Send this form with a cheque made payable to 

“Rayleigh Horticultural Society”  

If you would like a copy of the Year Book then please enclose an A4 
stamped addressed envelope with £1.22p stamps on it.  

 

To: The membership secretary, 

Rayleigh Horticultural Society, 

Option No. 1      
Ways to renew your 

membership for 2018 
We have been asked to provide 

alternative ways to renew your RHS 
membership, so  this year 2 options are     

available. 

As usual : By post  
  At the Store 
  At club Night 

 
 

 
 
 

By Standing Order 
Should you wish to use option 2, please phone the 
membership secretary FIRST on 07 752 360 795 to 
obtain a reference number and a standing order 
form for sending to your bank. 
Your membership card will be sent after payment 
has been received 

Option No. 1      

Option No. 2     
renewals 

 ONLY 

New members 

and renewals 

 
 The 

 winner 
 of our draw for 

 
2hrs GARDENING WITH OUR  

SHAUN COX 
 was  

Michael Livermore 
of Rayleigh 

Congratulations 


