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Hi All,
Well, it's the start of another year again, and
I'm pleased to say that the change of time
and venue for our Club Meetings (which are
now held on the 2nd Tuesday afternoon at 2
pm at Cloisters Hall) have been very well
received so far – so, if you haven't been yet,
mark your diary to come along for the next
one which is Tuesday, 12th March.
If you haven't already done so, now is the
time to renew your membership, either at the
Store or at Club Meetings, otherwise you risk
not receiving newsletters or being able to
buy from the Store.
Our first Show of the year is Sunday, 7th
April, so please check your yearbooks and
see what classes you can enter.
On Sunday, 5th May, it's our Spring Plant
Sale, so if you would like a table to sell any
of your surplus plants, just put your name
down on the list at the Store.
Looking forward to seeing you,

Colin Andrews

Mill Hall, Rayleigh

Spring Show 2018

‘more the merrier’
Our first Show is almost here. Come and see
the colours of the spring flowers. I hope you
will be able to find lots of entries for the
show. There are new classes for the children
so please get them to have a go and join in.
How about entering the floral art novice
class the more the merrier. And last but not
least we need more help at the store to load
show equipment, and unload after the show,
there are just 3 of us who set it up and put it
away, more help is desperately needed, we
can’t do it on our own or the shows will
have to be cut down. Help needed from
7.30am at store 8.00am at Mill Hall and
5.00pm at the store to unload.

Peter Noble Show Manager
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(Not shown before? — now is the time, if you
need help phone a committee member, call in
the store or just turn up on show day, we are
only too pleased to help)

See page 9 of the
year book
ALL AGES UP TO 16
YEARS
1st PRIZE £5.00
2nd PRIZE £3.00
3rd PRIZE £2.00
Sponsored by Pat and
Charles Hill

Bring them along to
Mill Hall on the
morning of the show
before 11.30

CLUB MEETINGS report by
PAT HILL

We are looking for members who would be prepared
to have a poster placed in their front gardens
advertising our great shows, this would be for 3 times
a year for approximately 3 weeks at a time, anyone
willing to help, please phone our show manager Peter
Noble on 01268 745925

The Cox &
Blower Show
January saw the start of our new time and venue for
club meetings (can’t call it club nights anymore)
which seems to have been very well received, the
new hall at Holy Trinity Church is warm and
comfortable and even the chairs are an improvement.
Geoff and Shaun had done some research on
questions submitted beforehand and were more than
able to field questions `from the floor`. We hope
they will agree to another Q & A meeting in the
future so jot down any queries you think of and hand
them to Colin at the store or meetings. The only
downside of the afternoon was me being let loose to
cause chaos in the raffle—but luckily I’m now
banned.

130 years
later !!
Our second Club afternoon (we
are still having trouble not calling it Club Night!)
was as well attended as the first one last month with
many new faces. Maybe it was the subject of the
talk by Chris Powney about the Jack the Ripper
murders, still attracting interest today, 130 years
later. Any of you who have ancestors who lived in
the East End and have researched your family history
will know of the poverty and overcrowding - Chris
said a dwelling the size of a 4 bedroom house today
would have housed about 50 people. There were 233
'lodging houses' in the area charging 4p per night,
and 1200 prostitutes who also charged 'clients' 4p the equivalent to around £2 today. Most of their
takings were spent on drink, and sadly murders were
common. Chris said it is now thought the notorious
letters from 'Jack' are hoaxes, the spelling and style
are different and one contains several American
phrases. Also the general perception of a well
dressed man in a black cape and top hat have no basis
in fact, no one who saw people in the area shortly
before the murders described any such person. I
doubt there is much more information to come to
light, but maybe there is something else buried in
the archives. You never know.
Club meeting reports by page 2 reporter Pat Hill
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February to July and September and October
10 - 12.30 Tuesday to Saturday - Sunday 10 - 12.00
January, AUGUST, November and December
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday only
always closed on Monday

As I'm writing this, the sun is shining, I can hear the
birds singing and I see the daffodils are poking their
heads up. Could it be Springtime trying to cheer
us up? I'm not entirely
sure yet about all of
that, but I do know the
potatoes are selling
well, as are the onions
and shallots. Also in
the store now we have
the full range of
Summer flowering bulbs - dahlias, begonias (both
doubles and hanging), and top size gladioli.
In case you have forgotten
here is a short list of other
products available for you
to use on the allotment or
in your garden: potato
fertiliser, potato growing
bags and onion fertiliser.
For those of you who are determined to go organic
this year, we have a range of organic vegetable seeds
for you to try. I am trying some for the first time this
year as an experiment. We could compare results.
Hope to see you at the Spring Show - Sunday 7th
April - or at the store.
The store is now open
six days per week
(NOT Mondays) usual
times
10-12.30
Tuesday to Saturday
and 10-12 Sundays.
The Team looks forward to seeing you.
David Baughen
(Trading store manager)

CUP WINNERS & RUNNERS UP—2018

It will be here
soon….
the sunshine!
What goes on in the
background to running the club is
frightening! There's the new Year Book to
rejig and get to the printers, membership
cards, club meetings leaflets, news letters,
posters to produce to go in store, around
town, members gardens for the shows and
club meets, plus the web site to keep up to
date (we are aiming to get more on the web,
because if we do we don't have to print them
on paper, it saves the club money) there is
loads more that goes on behind the scenes.
(the list is endless, Editor.)

I along with others did the stocktake on the
28th of December. It took several more days.
But thankfully it's all done now.
So onwards with the New Year,
unfortunately I won't be coming as much as
I'd like, due to commitments with other
charities & clubs, but I hope next year will
be different. One thing I am hoping will be
helping the Club by keeping up to date the
Club Website. It has a wealth of information
on it! I'm looking forward to a great year of
enjoyable weather, healthy crops, and
gorgeous looking flowers. I can't wait.
Mark Wilson (Hospitality)

Leonardslee Gardens &
Lakes, West Sussex
Leonardslee Gardens have been closed to the public but, after
refurbishment and investment, they will re-open in March 2019.
Restoration began when the present owner, Penny Streeter OBE
acquired the estate in 2017. Penny and her team are dedicated to
restoring, maintaining and further improving the gardens and
buildings. On our visit to Leonardslee we will be able to enjoy the
landscaped Grade 1 listed gardens that were first planted in 1801.
There are several walking trails where we can explore the 240
acres of gardens, parkland, lawns and forest areas, with a rare
colony of wallabies for added interest. We may also catch a
glimpse of the resident deer that make their home here.
The upper section of the garden - entrance, restaurants, gift shops, Dolls House Exhibition, wallaby enclosure and the Rock Garden, are
wheelchair friendly. The lower parts of the garden may not be suitable for wheelchairs, depending on prevailing weather conditions.
A wide selection of refreshments is available from the new restaurant and tea rooms. High tea and fine dining are available in the
Mansion House, and more casual fare is served in the Clockhouse and other food stations around the gardens.
The cost for tickets, to include a refreshment stop, will be £29.00 per person. Tickets will be available from the trading store, shows,
club meetings or ring me for more information on 01702 527456.

Sunday 9th June 2019

£29 per ticket

Pick-up points – Brookside Tavern, Rayleigh Road, Eastwood Websters Way Car Park - Rayleigh Station
Editors: Janet & Colin Andrews, 339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH email: peskypixie@supanet.com.
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Phone: 07 572 360 795

Gone but not
forgotten……
TONY OLIVER
We are sorry to report that long-standing
member, keen photographer, allotmenteer &
woodworker, Tony Oliver, who many of you
will have known from being a volunteer in the
trading store and at the shows, sadly passed
away on February 11th 2019 after a long
illness bravely borne. Our sincere sympathy
goes to his wife Barbara and family at this sad
time.

12th MARCH
Bob Delderfield

will be introducing us to 'The White
Wizard of Hadleigh'. There was
such a 'cunning man' who was also a
local shoemaker and a vet. Bob will be
telling us some of the stories associated
with him and his remarkable power over
witches.

9th APRIL
Paul Russell,
Chairman, British Fuchsia Society
and Show Secretary for South

East
Essex
Fuchsia
Fellowship. Paul will be talking

about all things fuchsia - from where
this amazing plant originated, back in
the 1800's, to how do we get them
to grow and look gorgeous in our
gardens and hanging baskets. His talk
will cover taking cuttings, the best compost to use,
what feeds to use and how to deal with pests and
diseases. He is passionate about his fuchsias and will
be happy to take questions.

available
nowHUMAX COMPOST - GROW BAGS - POTTING
GRIT - BARK FARMYARD MANURE CANES - BIRD
FOOD FERTILISERS - POTS NETTING - FLEECE
LABELS - LAWN SEED CAPILLARY MATTING 6X CLOCHES ROCK DUST SPADES - FORKS PRUNING
KNIVES - VEGETABLE SEEDS - FLOWER SEEDS
HAND TOOLS

14th MAY
Maz Morgan
visited our group a few years ago
and shared some wonderful
memories and funny stories about
Japan. Today her talk is about
'The £10 Pom', which in PC
speak today is about the system of e m i g r a t i o n ,
(back in the 1950s to early 1970s) which allowed
British subjects to get to Australia, on a boat, for
£10. Maz was on one of those boats to Sydney in
1970 and brings us some stories about her
experiences as a Pom abroad at that time.

£10

I would really appreciate some feedback from
members on our recent trips, and if you have any
good ideas for a future trip, please talk to me
about it. I do try to keep costs reasonable and I’m
sure you appreciate that this is getting more
difficult by the year.
For more details of the trips please pop in and
see us at one of our monthly club meetings, at
the store , see the newsletters or alternatively
give me a ring on 01702 527456.
Ann

Everybody welcome
Members £1.50 — Visitors £2.50

THE SUMMER SHOW Sunday 30th June 2019
Sponsored by Viv Irvine

1st PRIZE £5.00

2nd PRIZE £3.00

3rd PRIZE £2.00

Come along to the Trading Store and ask for the special Children's Competition Seed
Potato, pot and growing instructions.
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