
1 

 

N
ew

sl
et

te
r 

J
U

N
E

 2
0
1
9
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 w

w
w

.r
a
y
le

ig
h

h
o
rt

ic
u

lt
u

ra
ls

o
ci

et
y
.c

o
.u

k
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 e

-m
a
il

  
p

es
k

y
p

ix
ie

@
su

p
a
n

et
.c

o
m

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
 T

el
: 

0
7
 5

7
2
 3

6
0
 7

9
5

 

SUNDAY 30th JUNE 

Every member welcome to exhibit Flowers, Fruit, 
Vegetables, Craft & Cakes 

(Not shown before? — now is the time, if you need help phone a committee member, call in the 
store or just turn up on show day, we are only too pleased  to help) 

FOR ALL AGES UP TO 16 YEARS 

1st PRIZE £5.00 2nd PRIZE £3.00  3rd PRIZE £2.00   

Sponsored by Viv Irvine 

Bring the pot to Mill Hall on the morning of the show before 11.30

Doors open to the  public 2pm 

From the Chairman 
Hi All,           

Well, we have had some right mixtures of weather so far this year, 
but too much sun, wind, hailstones and not enough rain have not 
done the crops any good at all – and in most cases I have ended up 
starting again in the potting shed! 

Many of you will no doubt know that during the last few months we have been doing a massive 
"recruitment campaign" in and around Rayleigh, which has so far generated nearly 60 new 
members! So, welcome to everyone who has just joined and I hope you will be able to join in the 
Society's events, such as Club Meetings, Shows, Coach Trips, and of course, buying your 
gardening requirements at our Store during the summer months. 

Club afternoons certainly seem to be popular now at the Cloisters Hall, and if you haven't yet 
been, the next one is on Tuesday, 11th June with "A History of Harrods", so do make a note in 
your diary to come along for a 2 pm start. 

Plant Sale on 5th May was very successful – and, despite the weather being very cold and 
miserable, members seemed to enjoy it. 

The next show is on Sunday, 30th June, so do look and see what you can enter – or just come and 
support us in the afternoon and see how well other members have done. Our Show Manager, Peter 
Noble, requested help at the shows, and I'm pleased to say that lots of you responded at the Spring 
Show – so thanks for that – and please continue at the Summer Show if you can. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon,                                                                         Colin Andrews 

Hi 
Thank you to everyone who entered our Spring Show, and made it such 
a success (123 more entries than last year). Hopefully the Summer 
Show will be just as successful. Thanks to Paul, Peter and Phillip, who 
helped to load, setup and pack up after the Show. So please put 30th 
June on your calendar, and think of the sight and smell, of the Summer 
flowers in the show. 

Peter Noble,  Show Manager 
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OUR 2019 SPRING SHOW 
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The start of the weed season has bought a number of 

members into the store, who have been unsure how to apply 

powders and chemicals safely (one who got a full face of 

spray on a windy day), so we have added 2 safety packs to 

our stock, one for liquids and powders (kit 2) and another 

for protecting eyes when trimming spiky shrubs etc (kit 1). 

Grow BIGGER & 
BETTER Tomatoes 
with a starter kit, 1 
biscuit under each 
tomato, feeds for 
months!!! 
 
If you cannot see what you 
require please ask and if not 
stocked we most probably 
can get it for you if you 
contact the Trading 
Secretary  01702 527456.  
E&OE  

LEONARDSLEE COACH TRIP 

9th June 2019 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 
Leonardslee Gardens have informed me that in the 
name of “good security” they do not take cash on site. 
That is to say we can only use debit or credit cards in 
their cafes/restaurants and shops. Should you not wish 
to take any cards with you, you can buy a Cash Card 
when we get there from their Reception for any 
denomination required. If there is any money left on the 
card by the end of the day, they make a refund back to 
us.                                                                         ANN 

Well another fine start to the year  
An excellent turnout for the Spring Show, if you didn’t go you missed out 
on a good day. 

Lots of exhibitors, some new members. All the committee helped set up & 
put away plus its worth mentioning Nicola Calder was there waiting on the 
stage to set up, had 17 exhibits & helped clear up at the end with help from 
others who include, Philip Jones, Peter Collier, Ron Coutts & last by no 
means least they gave all they could Alan & Lesley Gregory. We’d like to 
thank them all for their hard work, a little help goes a long way. 

The April Club afternoon was well attended (think I’ve already said that) 
with a talk from Paul Russell about Fuchsia’s. I did my usual job of 
meeting & greeting people. It was amazing to see people join on the day 
after having been to the show, possibly prompted by the delivery of a flyer 
through their door. One lady came by bus from Shoebury, she is thinking of 
joining! 

I could go on, I won’t. Here’s hoping the next 2 shows bring more of the 
same.                                                                    Mark Wilson (Hospitality). 

FRIDAY 6th SEPT 2019 
£15 per ticket per person 

Pick-up points  
 Brookside Tavern, Rayleigh Road, Eastwood 
Websters Way Car Park  -  Rayleigh Station 

Tickets available from the store, club 
meetings, shows 

or call 01702 527456 for more information 

 

  STORE NEWS 

CHANGE TO AUGUST MONTHLY MEETING 

13 August 2019                                    2 pm - 4pm 

@ Holy Trinity Church, High Street, Rayleigh 

We have a change of programme for this meeting. The cream 
tea has been cancelled and instead we have a Question & 
Answer session - our second one this year back by popular 
demand, with Geoff Blower and Shaun Cox. If you already 
have a gardening question you would like to ask them you 
could either hand it in at the shop, or you can ring me with it 
- 01702 527456. Plus of course, you can turn up on the after-
noon and pose the question to them then.              ANN 
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'charming' five warts  
Our Chairman and Treasurer 
presented their reports at our AGM 
and all members attending seemed 
quite satisfied with the Committee's 
various decisions. A couple of 
questions were answered and the 
afternoon swiftly moved on to our 
talk by Bob Delderfield on The 
White Wizard of Hadleigh. James 
Murrell, known as a Cunning Man, 
was born in Rochford in 1781 and 
died and was buried in Hadleigh in 

1860 - 79 years being a very good age in those days. 
Bob showed us slides taken from old photographs 
of Hadleigh, including the cottage where Murrell 
and his wife lived and the church nearby. They 
were quite incredible when you think of the traffic 
hurtling round the one way system surrounding the 
church these days. Murrell's 'doings' were a 
mixture of wishful thinking - such as 'charming' 
five warts from a womans hand for a halfpenny - to 
the judicious use of various herbal remedies which 
we would probably accept as fact these days. 
According to Parish Registers James and his wife 
Elizabeth had 16 children, most of whom died in 
infancy or childhood. Sadly his ability as a 
Cunning Man did have it's limits. 

armed with a pott ing 
bench  
It was back to a horticultural 
subject at our April meeting. Paul 
Russell started by telling us a bit 
about the origins of fuschias; 
discovered in the Americas in 
1703/4 they arrived in European 
gardens in 1788 from Brazil. There 
are now over 8000 varieties, and 
still more being introduced. Paul 
said plants should be cut back in 
September which is also the best 
time to take cuttings, giving them 
the chance to get established over 

the winter. He came armed with a potting bench, 
compost and plants and showed how to take tip 
cuttings of just 4 leaves, removing the bottom two 
and cutting the top two in half to be left with the 
tiniest cuttings I've ever seen (mine are like Nellie 
the Elephant in comparison). Paul said we should 
avoid handling the stems, and suggested coir 
compost with a bit of added vermiculite to root the 
cuttings, although he finds the Trading Store's 
Humax compost also works well. He brought 
plants for sale and I don't think had many left to 
take home. 

‘rather 

than 

Basildon’ 

Maz Morgan has spoken at one of our meetings 
before (on Japan) but this talk was very amusing. 
Maz qualified as a teacher in the late 1960's, and 
after a couple of years experience decided she 
wanted to see the world - rather than Basildon. In 
1970 there were three countries advertising for 
teachers so she applied to all. One didn't reply, one 
said she was a couple of years too young, but 
Australia said they would have her. They offered 
her an assisted passage at a cost of £10 so she 
elected to fly rather than go by ship. She arrived in 
Sydney and was taken to the immigrants camp 
which was ‘basic’ to say the least. She soon got a 
job and a flat share, bought a car, and thoroughly 
enjoyed her time there. However, she and a friend 
decided to return to the UK but Maz's reports of 
her time in Oz encouraged her daughter, many 
years later, to also emigrate - and she is still there, 
giving Maz and her husband a reason to revisit the 
country and old haunts. A very enjoyable Club 
Meeting. 

Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH 

email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 07 572 360 795 

11th JUNE 

9th JULY 

£10 
CLUB MEETINGS report  by 

PAT HILL 


