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(two men in one truck) 

CANCELLATION OF SUMMER SHOW -  30 th JUNE  

As most of you are probably aware our Summer Show had to be cancelled 
at late notice for reasons completely beyond our control. This is the first 
time in the history of the Rayleigh Horticultural Society we have had to 
cancel a show and it has resulted in a great deal of frustration, 
disappointment and time wasted by the Committee and members alike. 
You are all entitled to an explanation so here is what happened: 

Colin Andrews, our Chairman, was informed on Saturday, 22nd June that a board had been 
erected at the entrance to Bellingham Lane which stated the road would be closed all day on 
Sunday, 30th June. There were no details as to who had erected the notice, why the road would 
be closed, and no contact information. I was abroad at the time for family reasons and the 
first I was aware of any problem was a call on my mobile from Colin asking if I knew anything 
about the road closure, which clearly I did not. I immediately called Mill Hall but they were 
closed so left a message and spoke to them the following day. They had no knowledge at all 
and were very surprised to learn of the road closure. It was obviously very difficult to get to 
the bottom of things whilst out of the country, so Colin gave up most of his time on Monday 
contacting many people including The Mill Hall, Rochford District Council and Essex 
County Council, Gas Companies, all of whom stated they knew nothing and were unable 
to help. 

Coincidentally, Councillor Cheryl Rowe had seen the closure notice and telephoned Colin to 
discuss it with him. She was extremely helpful and knew who to speak to at Essex County 
Council, and we eventually discovered the ECC Highways Department had indeed 
authorised the road closure on behalf of Centrica (the gas company). Colin subsequently 
contacted Centrica but they were unable/unwilling to guarantee any access to Mill Hall. 

By this stage a decision had to be made as to what to do and as you are now aware, that 
decision was to cancel - we really had no other option. Immediately upon returning from 
Madrid on Wednesday I set about notifying Mill Hall, all the Judges and everybody else I 
could think of to inform them of the news. Cancellation notices were placed on the Road 
Closure board, a message was posted on the Rayleigh Residents Facebook page and 
Committee members passed the news to as many people as they could. 

(continued back page) 

SUNDAY 8th SEPT 

AUTUMN SHOW 
Mill Hall, Rayleigh 

Every member welcome to exhibit  
Flowers, Fruit, Vegetables, Craft & Cookery 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FROM 2 p.m. 

FOR ALL AGES UP TO 16 YEARS 

1st PRIZE £5.00      2nd PRIZE £3.00                 3rd PRIZE £2.00  

Class sponsored by Ron Coutts  

Bring to the Mill Hall on the morning of the show before 11.30 



2 

 

 
 
 
 

10th SEPTEMBER 

Bob Wiseman and  
Roses for Shows and in Gardens 

Bob has been a horticultural judge for many years but today he will be 
sharing his passion for roses with us. Whether you grow them in your 
gardens, on your allotments or in a more formal way for showing, I am 
sure you will learn something from Bob today. 
 
 

 

8th OCTOBER  
Canine partners 
Brian & Glynis Worboys will be speaking to us about the difference these 
special dogs can make to someone living with disability.  

 
Everybody welcome — Members £1.50—Visitors £2.50 

All meetings are held at 
 Cloisters Hall, Holy Trinity Church, Rayleigh. SS6 8BB  Starting at 2p.m. 

Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH   email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 07 572 360 795 

Photos by Colin Andrews 
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“FIXER” 
I wonder how many of the 
audience at our June Club 
Meeting had been to Harrods? I got the feeling 
quite a few - but for a 'look round' rather than to stock 
up on essentials. Eve Regelous worked with the 
company as a marketing 'fixer' and came armed 
with photo's and plenty of facts, such as they have 
330 departments and 40 lifts - and the useful 
information you can buy a waxwork model of 
yourself or hire a fully equipped ambulance, 
complete with nurse-should you so wish! The firm 
started in 1849 as drapers and haberdashers, then 
found their niche in selling good quality foods, 
finally expanding to a department store. In 1898 they 
introduced the world's first moving staircase, 
operated by 2 young men winding it up. A glass of 
brandy was offered at the top for anyone overcome 
by the experience. The store is so vast it has it's 
own miniature railway running under the store to 
move stock around. Eve found Mr Al-Fayed could 
be both unexpectedly caring but also 'difficult' (an 
understatement!) but working with Harrods was 
never boring. 

grants of 
£75,000 
Linda & Neil 
Holdaway open their 
own garden for the 
NGS as well as 
working to raise 
awareness of the 
scheme. They told us 
the idea was first 
introduced in 1859 
by a well-off 

gentleman who employed a nurse to look after his 
ill wife. When his wife died he paid the nurse to 
look after other sick people in the area who 
couldn't afford private care. The young lady found 
the need was too much on her own and the idea of 
a small team of District Nurses gradually evolved, 
with additional funds from local people opening 
their gardens for a small fee. Today nursing 
charities are still the main beneficiaries, with 
annual donations ranging from half a million each 
to Macmillan and Marie Curie to smaller charities 
receiving grants of £75,000. We were shown slides 
of some of the Essex gardens which are open and 
hopefully we will be inspired to  visit. 

“brighter 

atmosphere” 

What a pleasant year so 
far. 

I am certainly enjoying the 
sun in between the rain 
showers. I am also loving coming to club 
afternoons, it seems a brighter atmosphere. The 
talks are about a wide variety of subjects that I 
knew little or nothing about. I thought I knew a 
lot, I do, but not about gardening! It really seems 
worthwhile belonging to the club, if you’re 
wondering about something & don’t know the 
answer, a club member will be able to help you 
nearly every time. Since I have joined I have 
learnt such a lot, whether I remember it all is 
another matter, might be my age or my bang on 
the head a number of years ago, I use either 
excuse. Anyway, I love going to the shows & club 
afternoons, do you? Let me or someone at an 
event know. Then we know we are doing 
something right. 

Mark Wilson. Hospitality.  

CLUB MEETINGS reports by 

PAT HILL 

blossom end rot  
 
August Club meeting was a 
'flying by the seat of your pants' 
affair. When Ann and her helpers 
arrived no one was in the parish 
office to give her the keys to the 
hall. Every phone number she 
had went to answerphone or gave 
another unanswered number. She 
then had words with the Blood 
Doning organiser and we were 
allowed to use their waiting hall till 3.30 - which 
saved the day. Shaun, Geoff and Ron were well 
prepared with answers to pre-submitted questions, 
including information that wisteria will root easily if 
layered in the ground (or Geoff's garage guttering!), 
and clematis does best if planted at least 4 leaf nodes 
deep and the roots are kept cool with a good layer of 
mulch or a paving slab. Cats apparently don't like the 
smell of garlic or orange and lemon peel so these can 
be used to deter unwanted visitors. They also don't like 
walking on pine cones so take a bag when you go for a 
country walk (watch out for resident earwigs) and 
spread these around beds or containers. Other tips 
included avoiding blossom end rot on tomatoes by 
not letting them dry out, and if you intend to spray to 
kill mare's tails bruise them beforehand as this breaks 
down the smooth outer covering and lets the herbicide 
penetrate. Ann said she hoped they would do another 
Q & A session later in the year so if your question 
wasn't asked - or you think of one - look in the store to 
see what is planned. 

Club Meeting Reports by Page 3 Reporter Pat Hill 
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STORE 
AND 
SOCIAL 
NEWS 

Members old and new will be pleased to know that we have a 
fresh supply of Darlac tools. Everything the new gardener or 
allotmenteer needs including Ergo Snips, Standard Ratchet 
Pruners (both for people with less mobility in their hands), 
Professional Pruners, Folding Saws, Rockery Trowels and 
Pruning Knives. These are all competitively priced and all you 
need do is show your membership card when you visit the store. 

Also by the end of August, we should have in store our range of 
Spring flowering bulbs, eg Daffodils -Unsurpassable, Rainbow, 
Sealing Wax, Sir Winston Churchill, Jack-the-Lad and Tete-a-
Tete. The choice of tulips will be American Dream, Muvota, 
Golden Apeldoorn, Queen of Night, Red Impression, White 
Dream, Sun Lover, Blue Parrot and three dwarf varieties. Our 
supplies of your chemical needs remain tiptop as does our 
range of feeds, fertilisers and composts. 

Social News - We do have a full coach trip going to the 
Wisley Flower Show on Friday 6th September and if you do not 
have a ticket - sorry! Since the move to Holy Trinity church in 
Rayleigh for our monthly meetings, the coach trip tickets have 
been sold very quickly. At the 10th September meeting we will 
be meeting Bob Wiseman and he will be talking to us about 
Roses in the Garden and for Showing. My suggestion is if you 
are interested in future trips, please attend one or two of the 
meetings, read your newsletter and ring me or come down to 
the Trading Store to buy your tickets sooner rather than later. 

David and Ann look forward to seeing you either in the store, or 
on the coach trips or at our meetings. Ann and David Baughen 

*Sara – 07780 341414 

sara.baalham258@btinternet.com 
*Billy – 07813 914168 

billy3116@yahoo.co.uk 
*FACEBOOK 

www.facebook.com/bbleaflets 

 *Who are BB leaflets? 
Sara and Billy Boulton are a husband and wife 
team with many years of experience; we pride 
ourselves on giving our customers the very 
best service. 

*Is leafleting expensive ?  
NO, our rates start at just £30.00 per 1000 
leaflets delivered in and around Southend. We 
can deliver small or large amounts of leaflets 
to suit your business needs. 
 *Will THE leaflets get delivered  

or just put in the bin? 
 We do not employ staff or sub-contractors – 
we personally deliver all your leaflets 
ourselves ensuring all leaflets are not just 
delivered but delivered correctly for 
maximum effectiveness.                                                                       

(Continued from front page) 

CANCELLATION OF SUMMER SHOW - 30th JUNE 

Late on the following day (Thursday) Colin 
received a call to say that access probably would be 
available but by this time it was too late to go back 
on our decision to cancel. I personally went up to 
Bellingham Lane on the Sunday morning to erect 
our own board notifying of the Show cancellation 
and whilst there I spoke to the contractors (two 
men in one truck) who said they would easily be 
finished work by 3pm. I returned at 12.15pm to 
find the work had been completed - a patch of 
tarmac in the pavement approximately 1m x 0.5m 
was the extent of the repair and the cause of the 
road closure and cancellation of our show. 

As you can imagine a great deal of money has 
been lost by ourselves and Mill Hall as a result of 
this, but we are submitting a claim directly to 
Centrica for recovery of our losses. 

My sincere thanks go to Colin and all Committee 
members for their time and efforts in getting to 
the bottom of this unfortunate incident. 

And now to our Autumn Show 
on 8th September....! do hope 
the above events will not have 
put you off, as we need your 
support more than ever. For our 
newest members, as stated above, 
this really was the first time a 
Show has not taken place. We 

will be ready and waiting to welcome and help 
Exhibitors from 9 am until 11 am, and then we 
open to the General Public from 2pm. There is 
something for everyone to see and I am keeping 
my fingers crossed for some fine 
chrysanthemums this year. The Autumn show is 
always very competitive when it comes to the 
heaviest vegetable categories and we can usually 
guarantee at least one enormous pumpkin being 
wheeled in on some sort of makeshift trolley!! 
For anyone who hasn't attended any of our 
Shows before, in addition to the displays of 
beautiful flowers and stunning fruit and 
vegetables, there are displays of flower 
arranging, exhibits of paintings, photography, 
paper crafts, knitting, crocheting, sewing and 
other crafts, children's classes, the baking and 
domestic competition entries, stalls selling plants, 
cakes, cards, bric a brac etc, raffles and our own 
Garden Store selling all manner of gardening 
items. I hope to see lots of new faces. 

If anyone is able and willing to help set up and/or 
clear away after the show, please, please do give 
me a call on 01268 745925. You will be welcomed 
with open arms. 

Peter Noble,  Show Manager 

p.s. from the editor ~ Our thanks also to the  Echo 
Newspapers for their support and editorial 
coverage 


