
1 

 

  

Hi 
We have started putting the next year book together with some 
new ideas in the children's classes, with classes for different age 

groups to make it fairer to the younger ones. A big thank you to 
everyone who entered, who attended, who helped set up and clear up 

and sponsored our 2 Shows !! this year please can you all do it again next 
year starting on the 5th of April. I will look forward to seeing you all at the 
Trophy Presentation on the 19th November.           Peter Noble  Show Manager                                                                    
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Hi All, 

I think I'm definitely one of those people this year who's going to say I won't be sorry 
to see the back of 2019!  
However, on a lighter note, my thanks to Shaun Cox, who once again has done a 
brilliant job of obtaining advertisers for the 2020 Yearbook – so please try and support them whenever you 
can. 
It will soon be time to renew your membership – see page 4 – if you want to pay by cheque in the post, or 
set up a Standing Order – or you can always come to Trophy Presentation Evening on 19th November and 
renew there, or at the Store after that date. 
Don't forget we shut the Store over the Xmas holidays – see top of page 3 for closing and re-opening dates. 
All that remains now is for me to thank all the loyal members of the committee who support me and keep 
the society ticking along so smoothly – especially this year – as Janet and I haven't been able to be around 

as much as usual. 
I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a very Happy and Healthy New Year and 
look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our first Club Meeting of 2020 on 
14th January at Cloisters Hall, Holy Trinity Church.                                    Colin Andrews  

“lick of peanut butter!”  
October's meeting was on Canine Partners - the charity which trains 
assistance dogs for people with physical disabilities.  Suitable puppies start 
their training living with Puppy Parents at about 7 weeks old.  They are toilet trained, 
then learn to respond to the commands to tug, touch with their nose or paws, come here 
and retrieve.  They then progress to Big School where they 'live in' during the week and 
go to live with 'foster parents' at the weekends. These four basic skills enable them to help 
their eventual partner with everything from dressing, undressing, turning things on and 
off, picking things up, opening doors, emptying washing machines and even passing wet 
clothes and pegs to put the washing out.  All training is done by copious loud amounts of 
praise and food treats.  However, really clever behaviour warrants their favourite treat, a 
squeeze of Primula cheese from a tube or a lick of peanut butter!    Club Night Reports by Pat Hill  
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NOVEMBER 19th 2019 

Followed by quiz & buffet 
NOTE- This is an evening meeting and will be held in 

The Main Hall @ Holy Trinity Church 
Everybody welcome             8p.m. till 10p.m. 

Please remember the store will NOT be open 
on WEDNESDAYS  AND  FRIDAYS after 

Tuesday 29th of October 2019  
until February 5th 2020  

(see year book or membership card) 

Afternoon  CLUB MEETING DATES FOR 2020 
14th January 2020   -   11th February  -   10th March     14th  April       -      12th May    -     9th June           

  14th July    -    11th  August     -     8th September   13th  October    -    November (see newsletter) 

“magnificent 
perfume” 
Well what a busy day! I had been 
helping the Essex & Herts Air 
Ambulance Charity in the morning from 7.30 am up 
to 11am, so I wasn’t there to help set up, but when I 
arrived to do my bit for the autumn show at 3.30pm in 
the afternoon, I was greeted with a magnificent 
perfume of a room full of flowers & the colours they 
brought, it was all a wonderful sight to behold. 
I was glad for Geoff Blower winning 4 prizes! Of 
course other members who had been with the society 
for years won prizes but what surprised me, was the 
new faces at the show, one of whom won a prize.  
As usual I would like to thank all the people that 
helped with the preparation & clearing up of the 
show. Some did just the morning, some the afternoon, 
some even did both! I want to thank them all, without 
you generous people giving your time & effort, the 
show wouldn’t happen, give yourselves a pat on the 
back. Those that helped were, 
Nicola Calder, Peter Collier, Alan Ball, Ron Coutts, 
Ann & David Baughen, Lesley & Alan Gregory, 
Peter & Carole Noble, Shaun Cox, Pat Hill, Pam & 
Clive Barwick, Janis Williams & myself.  
The afternoon meeting on the 12th of September was 
another great day! 
I learnt so much about Roses! I thought you just dug a 
hole & put them in. Oh no, there’s much more to it 
than that. If you weren’t there you missed a great talk. 
The speaker Bob Wiseman spoke slowly & clearly. I 
really appreciated that.      Mark Wilson (Hospitality) 

Don’t tell David!!!! 
Bob Wiseman is an expert rose grower 
who has won many prizes at our shows. 
He was the speaker at our September Club meeting and 
gave a lot of tips. Before planting new rose bushes he 
suggested digging in Growmore and afterwards feeding 
with blood, fish and bone - both available at our store. He 
warned us to beware of using 'well rotted manure' as he 
had a batch which contained masses of weed seeds and 
also the straw had been sprayed with a herbicide so it 
killed 90% of his roses! He said it was important to train 
stems on climbers sideways as the shoots always grow 
upwards and when kept pruned you will then have 
flowers low down to enjoy. If you have a rose arch spiral 
the stems round the sides which means more shoots on the 
sides and avoids all the blooms appearing high up on the 
top of the arch. His preferred insecticide spray is 1 or 2 
drops of Stergene and some garlic oil (from fishing tackle 
shops) or soak a few garlic cloves in hot water overnight, 
in 1 litre of water in a sprayer. To help prevent, but not 
cure, blackspot he suggested 1 teaspoon of bicarbonate of 
soda dissolved in 1 litre of water - sprayed on, especially 
the underside of leaves, every fortnight or after rain. Good 
tips for those who prefer to avoid chemicals if possible - 
and cheaper! (But don't tell Store Manager David). 
Club Night Report by Pat Hill  

Volunteers Required… 
Do you enjoy walking and have a few 
hours to spare 5 times a year? As we need 
members to deliver the society's 
newsletters in the following 4 areas: 
1. Middle of Eastwood Road & roads off. 
2. Barrymore Walk & Grove Road. 
3. Kings Road & Trinity Road. 
4. Roach Avenue & Glasseys Lane. 
If you would like more information, or think you could 
help, please ring Janet 07 572 360 795. 
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As you are aware, now is the time to be 
planting Spring bulbs and we have our full 
range of bulbs in the store now. We also have 
some new DARLAC hand tools, all at 
competitive prices. The overwintering onions 
- RADAR and AUTUMN CHAMPION 
together with MARCO GARLIC will also be 
in store by the time you are reading this newsletter. 

Again, as Ann said in her article, we can only keep 
the store open every day if we have enough volunteers to do so. 
Just two and a half hours a month 10 to 12.30 - and it's surprising 
how quickly this time goes -would ensure our continuity and help 
existing volunteers stay sane! You will have a lovely time. It's not 
hard, it can be fun and it's always interesting meeting other 
people. What you need to know you will be shown and you will 
not work alone as we always have at least two people on duty at 
each session. If you are interested, contact David by phone, (01702 
527456) or see him in the store on Tuesdays.   End of January will 
see our usual supply of potatoes and spring planting onions. Don't 
miss out!                                          David Baughen 

AUTUMN REVIEW  
This grey and misty morning finds me looking backwards over our lovely Summer 2019. I hope it 
was lovely for you as well and the optimist in me is clinging on to the hope that we may yet squeeze 
out another few lovely warm(ish) days during the coming month, before we dive into Winter. 

As many of you know, we had two coach trips this year, the first in June when we went to Leonardslee Lakes and 
Gardens. This is an old and well-established estate that had been closed for several years but was re-opened this 
year after much hard work restoring it to its former glory. For me it was a first visit and I loved it. It will take sever-
al visits to see all of its 240 acres of gardens and lakes, lawns and forest areas but we will make another visit at some 
point. The Dolls House Exhibition really took my eye. The sheer size of it, showing not just houses, but shops, 
blacksmiths, gardens, schools, churches, industrial buildings and so much more. All in glorious detail — the work-
manship of buildings and figures was phenomenal. As you can tell, I was really impressed. 

Then in September, we visited RHS Wisley Flower Show. As always, this flower show never disappoints. Wisley 
itself is beautiful with all it has to offer and with the addition of the flower show and the 'buzz' that that brings to the 
site, it was a cracking day. It rained a bit - but it didn't really matter. No-one on the trip moaned about the weather. 
We were all too busy admiring the award-winning display of dahlias or listening to the live music echoing softly 
around the site or enjoying something tasty for lunch. Another memorable day. 

As well as looking backwards, I am also looking to the next twelve months in terms of speakers for our monthly 
meetings and thinking about where to go for our next coach trips. If you have any bright ideas, please share them 
with me. Some of you already have and I'm grateful for that. You can either ring me with your suggestions or when 
you stop in the trading store, tell one of the volunteers there your idea and it will get to me. Speaking of volunteers, 
we are desperately looking for a few more people for the Trading Store. Can you spare us two and a half hours a 
month? It would really help us to keep the store open all the hours we currently do. We are finding it difficult to 
cope with the same small band of merry men and women. Much as we would all love to be 'full-timers', we do all 
have lives too! Just 2.5 hours a month working with others, chatting with our customers, who are all members, it's 
surprising what we learn. We offer such a lot to members who come into the store. As well as all the goods we sell, 
we offer Information Sheets on a number of gardening/horticultural topics. 

Our afternoon sessions (second Tuesday in each month 2 – 4 pm) have proved to be an enormous success. The Holy 
Trinity Church in Rayleigh is so easy to get to and it's so much nicer to meet in the afternoons instead of the evenings. 
Thanks to all members who have visited and if you haven't been yet a warm welcome awaits you. I will be sitting at 
the front door so say Hi to me as you come in.                                        Ann Baughen, (Social Sec & Trip Organiser) 
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Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH               email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 07 572 360 795 (after 10.00am please) 

14th JANUARY 

FAY LAFLIN & RON COUTTS 

The Rayleigh Dutch House & Garden 

11th FEBRUARY 

KEITH LOVEL 

A History of Essex Pub Signs 
Everybody welcome — 

 Members £1.50 — Visitors £2.50 

All meetings are held at 

The Cloisters Hall, 
Holy Trinity Church, 
Rayleigh SS6 8BB.   
 2 - 4p.m. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

POSTAL  FORM for 2020 

Name…………………………………………………………………………. 

Address…………………………………………………………………….... 

……….……..…………………………………………………………………. 

…………………..….…………………………………………………………. 

Post Code……………………… 

Telephone number……………………………………………………….... 

MEMBERSHIP FEE £5.00  

Per household per annum. 

Send this form with a cheque made payable to 

“Rayleigh Horticultural Society”  

If you would like a copy of the Year Book then please enclose an A4 
stamped addressed envelope with £1.32p stamps on it.  

To: The membership secretary, 

Rayleigh Horticultural Society, 

IMPORTANT 
Rayleigh Horticultural Society works hard to keep your 
personal data secure. As a membership organisation we do 
not and will not share your data with any other organisation 
or individual who is not a member of our Committee.  
 
PLEASE SIGN HERE to agree to the society contacting 
you, i.e. sending newsletters etc. 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………… 

Option No. 1      
Ways to renew your 
membership for 2020 

 
We provide alternative ways to renew your RHS 

membership, 2 options are available. 

 
As usual : By post  
  At the Store 
  At club meetings 

 
 

 
 

By Standing Order 
Should you wish to use option 2, please phone the 
membership secretary FIRST on 07 572 360 795 to 
obtain a reference number and a standing order 
form for sending to your bank. 
Your membership card will be sent after payment 
has been received 

Option No. 1      

Option No. 2     
New members 
and renewals 

New members 
and renewals 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS i.e. 

Membership Cards and Year Books will be 
available Firstly at CLUB PRESENTATION EVENING, 

19th November and thereafter at the STORE or by 

POST. 

ACCESS FOR DISABLED 
is obtained via side door of store, please 
alert a member of staff by using the entry 
bell on the front wall of the store, by the 
notice board.  

From the Editors 
We would like to thank all the contributors to your 
newsletter: Pat Hill, Peter Noble, Ann & David 
Baughen, Mark Wilson and any others we may 
have forgotten. 

A big thank you also to everyone who delivers 
newsletters - whether you've been doing it for 
years or have only just taken on a round recently - 
we are really grateful for all your help. And, last 
but by no means least - thanks to all the hard-
working volunteers manning the store - on a quiet 
day it may seem like a fruitless task, but the 
society couldn't do without you. 

Whatever you do - the society really appreciates 
all the efforts from the volunteers. 

 Janet & Colin Andrews  


