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From the
chairman

Hi All,
Well, I think we
have all seen
enough wet and windy weather so far this
year – so it will be very welcome when it
changes to warm and sunny so that we will
be able to get out in the garden or allotment
to do some much wanted tidying up ready for
planting. Don't forget to come to the Store to
buy any items you might need.
Now is the time to renew your membership if
you haven't already done so – you can post
the form on page 4 with a cheque or go to the
Store.
Our first show of the year is Spring on Sunday, 5th April, so do try and enter what you
can – don't forget there's always art, craft and
cookery classes if the weather has destroyed
your prize blooms! Or just come along in the
afternoon to support everyone else – I'll be
very pleased to see you whatever you do!
Club Meetings continue to do well on the
2nd Tuesday afternoon of the month – so if
you haven't been yet, do come along to the
next one at Cloisters Hall, Holy Trinity
Church.
Looking forward to seeing you,

at

Colin Andrews

wind
and
rain

Mill Hall, Rayleigh

Our Spring Show will be
here before we know it.
The recent winds and rain
have not been kind to the bulbs in our gardens so
I am hoping that enough have survived the
weather to ensure we have some good daffodil
and tulip displays. I know some of you may be
put off from entering your own daffodils due to
being unsure which category/class your blooms
belong in, but please be assured there is always
somebody on hand to help and steer you in the
right direction.

A quick reminder that we have separated the
Children's classes into two age categories which
we hope will encourage more of our future
horticulturalists to enter, and to make it fairer
for all.
Don't forget that in addition to the fantastic
flower, fruit and vegetable displays we have
floral art, cookery and handicraft categories to
enter or simply come and admire, plus all our
usual stalls selling all your gardening needs,
cakes, jams and various bric-a-brac items.
Put the date on your calendars now and I will
look forward to welcoming you all on Sunday 5th
April - set up 9 am -11.30 am and doors open to
the public at 2pm.
Peter Noble, Show Manager
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(Not shown before? — now is the time, if you
need help phone a committee member, call in
the store or just turn up on show day, we are
only too pleased to help)
Doors open to public 2.p.m.

Make an
Easter
Bonnet

See page 9 of the year book
For ages upto & incl 9 years
Sponsored by Pat and Charles Hill
For ages 10 to 16 years
Sponsored by Peter Noble

CLUB MEETINGS report by
PAT HILL

Ron does it!!!

Ron Coutts is well known to
many of our members through
taking part in our Q & A
sessions and manning the store,
however it was nice to meet the
present (and a previous) tenant
of Rayleigh's Dutch Cottage at
our January Club meeting. Fay
Laflin has been at the cottage for
several years now but due to ill
health the garden had 'got away
from her'. Ron volunteered to
help and they have formed a good working
relationship, she says what she wants done and Ron
does it. From an overgrown wilderness which broke
many of Ron's tools (there was a shout of 'replacements
available at the store' from the back of the room) there
is now a pond, trees which are not out of control, and
plants. The project is on-going but if you would like to
visit the cottage it is open on Wednesday afternoons by
appointment through Rochford District Council. See
their website or phone them to book. It is an
interesting little building.

undersized oysters

Our February talk was again
very well attended - perhaps we
have all been intrigued by the
odd names of some pubs. Keith
said many have religious
connections, such as Crossed
Keys and The Angel but also the pagan symbolism of
The Green Man. Some names have been altered in
these PC days - not so many Black Boy pubs around
now! Rayleigh's own Paul Pry was based on a play
which opened at the Haymarket Theatre in 1825 where
the central character used to leave an umbrella behind
so he had an excuse to return a little later and
eavesdrop on conversations. We also have a Bellhouse
in Eastwood - named after towers built in wooded
areas in the days when locals didn't have watches and
the bell was rung roughly every hour so they could
keep track of time. I thought one of the most
interesting names is the Silver Oyster in Colchester. In
Colchester Town Hall there is a silver oyster which
was used as a measure to challenge local oyster
fishermen if their customers thought they had been
sold undersized oysters. This conjured up a mental
image of a lovely old building but a quick look online
shows this is sadly not the case. It's an example of bad
1960/70's architecture and as it seems to specialise in
Karaoke I don't think I'll pay it a visit. Nice name
though!
Club meeting reports by page 2 reporter Pat Hill
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Just to remind you we
have all potatoes in all
types,
sizes
and
colours, just come and
choose. They are,
however, selling 'like
hot potatoes' so if you
want some, hurry up!
The begonias are in
too, both cascading
and doubles, together

with
gladioli,
dahlias and lilies.
You may have
noticed
we
recently had a
shortage of small
pots but we are
now stocked with
6 and 8cm fibre
pots (there is no need to pot-on from these, they
can go straight into the ground) as well as 9F
plastic pots. You
could say we have
all gone a bit more
'potty' than usual!

See you in-store
soon and don't
forget to bring
your membership
card.
David Baughen
(Trading store
manager)

We are looking for members who would be prepared to have a
poster placed in their front gardens advertising our great shows,
this would be for 3 times a year for approximately 3 weeks at a
time, anyone willing to help, please phone our show manager
Peter Noble on 01268 745925

February to July and September and October
10 - 12.30 Tuesday to Saturday - Sunday 10 - 12.00
January, AUGUST, November and December
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday only
always closed on Monday

now-

available

HUMAX COMPOST - GROW BAGS - POTTING
GRIT - BARK - FARMYARD MANURE - CANES BIRD FOOD - FERTILISERS - POTS - NETTING FLEECE - LABELS - LAWN SEED - CAPILLARY
MATTING - 6X - CLOCHES - ROCK DUST
SPADES - FORKS - PRUNING KNIVES VEGETABLE SEEDS - HAND
TOOLS

boy was it
busy
Hi everyone, it's been a
bit rough recently with the
weather & my health. Hopefully the
weather will improve & I’m nearly OK. I
am really looking forward to the spring
show.
With all the new people joining, I
thought they ought to know if you want
to ask a question at club meetings or at
the shows, ask a committee member, they
are the ones with a green T shirts on with
the club logo on, plus all the committee
members wear a name badge.
What gives me great joy is the amount of
people turning up at club afternoons. One
senior lady Josie, comes nearly every
time, she can't walk that well, so that's
why I take her a cup of tea.
I recently attended the February club
afternoon meeting, boy was it busy for
me & my colleagues, but fun, well it was
for me. I especially enjoyed the thanks
from people as they left the meeting. It
really gives you that great feeling inside,
a feeling that money can't buy. I hope to
carry on for a long time, supporting the
Society. See you all soon at the show.
Mark Wilson (Hospitality)

As I'm writing this the wind is howling and it’s pouring with rain outside - again! BUT it is still February
and we shouldn't be surprised by wet and windy conditions should we? We have, however, been able to
get onto the allotment at least two or three times for an hour or so, tidying up and doing a bit of digging.
Is it my imagination or have the robins moved elsewhere this winter?? We haven't seen the same numbers
as we do usually. I miss the cheeky chappies.
I will explain why we are not going to SALUTATION GARDENS this year, as advertised in our newsletter.
Apparently, according to the RHS Garden Magazine, they have been closed for the Winter and so my
telephone calls and emails have all gone into that great void yonder and maybe I'll get a response when
they re-open, whenever that will be. I will keep them on our list for future visits as it looks really
interesting. Watch this space. We are, however, going on a boat trip, with lunch. We will be travelling on
The Lady of the Lee Valley for a two and a half hour trip, during which we
will be served a jacket potato lunch with your choice of filling. Tea or coffee
to follow. We will watch the world go by as we munch and even if the
weather isn't too clever, we will be under cover so no worries there.
We leave as normal from Brookside Tavern, Websters Way and Rayleigh
Station by 09.20 am, will journey to the Van Hage Garden Centre en route to
spy any bargains they have and then on to Broxbourne to board our boat for
12.30ish. Then relax and enjoy lunch and a lazy afternoon cruising. With any
luck and a fair wind prevailing, we should be back home by 5pm.

Friday, 22nd May

£32 per ticket

Later in the year we will be visiting the Great Dixter House and Garden. The date for this is Friday 4th
September but further information on this will come out soon. Bye for now.
Ann Baughen
Pick-up points – Brookside Tavern, Rayleigh Road, Eastwood Websters Way Car Park - Rayleigh Station
Editors: Janet & Colin Andrews, 339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH email: peskypixie@supanet.com.
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Phone: 07 572 360 795

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
POSTAL FORM for 2020
Name……………………………………………………..
Address………………………………………………….

14th April
Penny Poppins

………..…………………………………………………...
Post Code………………………

Life as a Lady Chimney Sweep
– If you were a woman, would
you have chosen chimney
sweeping as your career? We
will find out what made it so
attractive for Penny.

12th May

Telephone number……………………………………..
MEMBERSHIP FEE

Per household per annum.
Send this form with a cheque made payable to “Rayleigh
Horticultural Society”
If you would like a copy of the Year Book then please enclose an
A4 stamped addressed envelope with £1.32 stamps on it.

Maz Morgan

To: The membership secretary,
Rayleigh Horticultural Society,

Gardens of the Cape – This talk is based on Maz’s
memories of her holidays spent wandering around
the beautiful botanical gardens of the Cape. We
followed her adventures in Japan a few years ago.
She always brings the funny side of life to her
sessions.

9th June

£5.00

IMPORTANT
Rayleigh Horticultural Society works hard to keep your
personal data secure. As a membership organisation we do
not and will not share your data with any other organisation or
individual who is not a member of our Committee.

Olive & Thelma

Warley Place, Past & Present – Olive & Thelma
are local experts on Warley Place and will be
sharing some stories of it, both past and present,
with us.

PLEASE SIGN HERE to agree to the society contacting
you, i.e. sending newsletters etc.

Signed……………………………………………………………

14th July
Brian Carline
Propagation of Pelargoniums The
easy to understand how – when – and
why of propagating pelargoniums.

Memberships may also be renewed at the store or club meetings

11th August
Geoff Blower-Shaun Cox - Ron Coutts
Q & A All Things Horticultural
The ‘Boys’ will be sitting in front of
members answering questions and queries
of a horticultural nature. If you have a question to
raise beforehand, please hand it in at the store and
we will add to the list on the day.
Everybody welcome. Members £1.50 - Visitors £2.50

Entries from our Spring Show 2019

THE SUMMER SHOW Sunday 28th June 2020
Sponsored by Viv Irvine

1st PRIZE £5.00

2nd PRIZE £3.00

3rd PRIZE £2.00

Come along to the Trading Store and ask for the special Children's Competition Seed
Potato, pot and growing instructions.
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