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Hi All, Well, we're nearly at the end of another year again – and I
hope you have managed to stay safe and well during 2021. The only
good thing about it was that we could spend lots of time in our
gardens and allotments – with some great results – (although the weather could have been
better!).
For all of you wanting to get out and mix again – Ann has arranged our first Club Afternoon –
see details on page 2 – and do ring Ann on 01702 527456 if you would like any more
information.
It is now time to renew your membership for 2022, see the renewal form on page 3 if you want to
pay by cheque in the post, or you can renew at the Store after 16th November. If you would like
to set up a Standing Order (to save you the bother of sending a cheque) ring the Membership
Secretary on 07 572 360 795 who will explain what to do. However, with no Shows organised for
2022 (and incomplete details for Club Meetings), no Yearbook will be available, so keep
checking the website.
Thanks to David and his team of volunteers, the Store has been kept open for 3 days a week:
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 10 am – 12.30 pm and they have all been working well to
ensure that both the members and volunteers are kept safe. As usual, we will be closing the Store
over the Xmas holidays – see page 2 for closing and re-opening dates. Once again, keep checking
the website for any changes, as it is updated regularly.

With all best wishes for a Happy and Healthy 2022.

Colin Andrews

STOREinUPDATE
AVAILABLE
STORE NOW
Some of you may not be aware but we managed to keep the store open for most of the

past 15 months albeit on a restricted basis. The first lockdown saw us selling our seed
potatoes and onion sets out in the car park, with people turning up in masks and having
to keep the required 2 metres apart. That was a bit of a nightmare for everyone but it
enabled people to buy their veggie seeds and us to sell the 'live' products we had already
bought.
Gradually things eased a bit, volunteers had their two jabs and wanted to come back to
work. The Government very kindly put us in the same trading category as garden centres.
They saw this as a service to people and a way to protect both mental and physical health
in the over 50's age group. So we devised a 'call and collect' system whereby members
could ring me, order what they needed and we gave them an appointed time to collect
and pay for their goods. It worked a treat and in fact some members are still using this
system! I need to say that they can now come into the store and pick and choose what
they want to buy. Normal hours ie Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 10 - 12.30.
Whilst speaking about the past year and a half, can I just say a very big thank you to the
volunteers who kept working throughout the difficult times. Without them turning up
and spending their shift wearing a mask and all the constant cleaning and disinfecting, we
would not have been able to run the service. Thank You guys and gals.

NEW GOODS INSTORE

We now have in the store overwintering onions, garlic and
Spring bulbs. These include outdoor hyacinths, crocus,
daffodils and tulips. We have peat-free, peat-reduced and
peat-based compost - so take your pick. Something to suit
all gardening types.
The Team look forward to seeing you soon in the shop. You
can bring cash, cheques or credit/debit cards. All methods
for you to spend your money!!
David Baughen
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SOCIAL AFTERNOONS

even put my lipstick on when I was digging up
the weeds. Whether I will bother to now is
anyone's guess but I probably will.

Hello All Members. Do you feel safe yet? Are
you ready to 'resume normal service' or what
passes for normal these days? If you can answer
'yes' to any of the above, then hopefully you will
be pleased to hear my news.

Maybe that's why we had such a bumper crop of
carrots this year and our potatoes made David
very proud. Maybe it was because I spent less
time putting on make-up and more time tending
to the small, wee seedlings etc. Who knows. All I
know is our garden was and still is (as I write this
it's the end of September) full of colour and
growth. The begonias and gladioli that I had from
the Trading Store turned up trumps. In fact I've
never seen such tall gladdies! The white ones in
particular were passing the five foot mark and the
double begonias are still going strong. Their
blooms are as big as tea plates and they are
standing up beautifully to today's wind and rain.

I have just booked our first afternoon
sessions for 2022.
Starting in February 2022, we will be meeting in
the main hall of Holy Trinity Church, Rayleigh,
on the first Wednesday of each month, see below
for details:
WEDNESDAY 2nd FEBRUARY 2022 @
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, RAYLEIGH
T i m e - 2 - 4 p . m . S p e a k e r -TBC.
The afternoon sessions will appear to be a little
different now, ie attendees will be asked to sign
in, our chairs will be spaced out a little and doors
left open to allow the air to pass around the room.
These measures are all meant to ensure our safety
from the virus. We will still have our
refreshments and time to chat if we want to
afterwards.
1 would really appreciate it if members attending
could help me at the end of the session by putting
chairs away safely.
Ann Baughen (RHS Committee Member - Social Secretary)

What successes or failures did you have in your
garden or allotment during the 'lockdowns'? What
did well and what didn't. If you have any
gardening or allotment stories to share let me
know and maybe we can share them in the next
newsletter.
Just
email
them
to
me
annbaughen@yahoo.co.uk
and don't forget to put your
name on the email.
Ann Baughen

STORIES
FROM
LOCKDOWN(S)

CHRISTMAS &
NEW YEAR
STORE HOLIDAY
DATES

I must say, I really
appreciated our allotment and garden through the
times of lockdown -even more than I do usually.
The fact that I had some space other than the four
walls of my living room to be in and look at
really kept me going. From talking to members I
realise that I am not the only person to feel like
this. It was quite liberating really, not having to
dress up or put my make-up on as I wasn't
meeting anyone (other than David and he
wouldn't notice anyway!). Yes –I must admit,
previously (or pre-pandemic as we now say) I

The store will close from 12.30
Saturday 18th December 2021
and will re-open at 10.00 a.m.
Tuesday, 11th January 2022

The committee wish all members and their families a
Merry Christmas and New Year

2022 SHOW UPDATE
We regret that since the Mill Hall being unavailable, we are unable to announce any show dates. The committee are looking at
alternative venues but non are suitable for the size of our shows or convenient for our members, but we are researching
suitable formats for future shows.

Keep watching the web site and notices in store
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CLING FILM

The most surprising thing to me about the
past 18 months is that time goes faster when
you're not doing anything much - I'm sure
my weekly supermarket shop and walk to the
newsagents for a Saturday Daily Mail come
round quicker than every 7 days ....... Two
members of my husband's family are in the
vulnerable category and as we share care we
haven't taken any chances. 1 was delighted
when Boris first announced that allotments
were 'OK', and driving there with so little traffic on the road was
a delight.
I recently made one little discovery when putting some flowers in a
plain glass vase which was really too tall for them. 1 scrunched up
some cling film and put it in the bottom, and it looked very
attractive, like diamonds or shards of glass (probably the latter, I
don't have a large spare stock of diamonds). 1 was quite thrilled
with my cleverness and have told everyone who will listen.
Having little to do has also reminded me of a question which has
bothered me for years:- where are runner beans grown
commercially? It's a favourite
vegetable in the supermarket frozen
cabinet yet in all our UK holidays
I've never seen fields of runner beans.
Anyone got any ideas?
Pat Hill, (Committee member, Club Publicity)
A member has asked for advice in cooking home
grown potatoes, When boiling them, they stay rock
hard then turn to mush very quickly. Should I store
them for a certain length of time, or has anyone
solved the problem?
Any replies to the editor at- peskypixie@supanet.com

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
POSTAL FORM for 2022
Name……………………………………………………………….
Address…………………………………………………………….
………..………………………………………………………….....
Post Code………………………
Telephone number…………………………………………..…..

MEMBERSHIP FEE

£5.00

*

Per household per annum.
Send this form with a cheque made payable to “Rayleigh
Horticultural Society”
To: The membership secretary,
Rayleigh Horticultural Society,

IMPORTANT
Rayleigh Horticultural Society works hard to keep your
personal data secure. As a membership organisation we do
not and will not share your data with any other organisation or
individual who is not a member of our Committee.
PLEASE SIGN HERE to agree to the society contacting
you, i.e. sending newsletters etc.

Signed……………………………………………………………

available now– IN STORE
HUMAX COMPOST - GROW BAGS - POTTING
GRIT - BARK - FARMYARD MANURE - CANES BIRD FOOD - FERTILISERS - POTS - NETTING FLEECE - LABELS - LAWN SEED - CAPILLARY
MATTING - 6X - CLOCHES - ROCK DUST SPADES - FORKS - PRUNING KNIVES VEGETABLE SEEDS - HAND TOOLS

*

As well as by post, memberships may also
be renewed at the store after 16th
November 2021 or, if you would like to
set up a standing order, please phone the
membership secretary first on 07 572 360 795
to obtain a reference number for setting up
with your bank.

Your store is open Tues, Thurs & Sat 10—12.30

Gone, but not forgotten…

Leslie Dunford

Vice-President Les Dunford sadly passed away on Friday, 19th March, 2021, after a very long and
successful life, being only a few years short of 100! He was a life member of Rayleigh Horticultural
Society, who had held many positions on the committee, and we are sure he enjoyed his involvement
in the club, as he was always interested in attending the AGM's and most importantly, serving in the
Trading Store on a Tuesday morning, where he could chat to many other members at the same time as selling them compost,
vegetable seeds and bulbs! Our great memories of Les are of him pedalling up and down Eastwood Road on his pushbike,
delivering the society's newsletters, then giving us lots of overspill plants for our allotment when he had grown too many! He
will be sadly missed and our sincere sympathy goes to his family.

Joyce Cole (wife of Vice-President Mike Cole)
Many of our older members will remember Mike Cole, and we are sorry to report that his wife Joyce, passed away at the
beginning of 2021, after several long illnesses bravely borne. Our sincere condolences go to Mike and his family.
Editors: Janet & Colin Andrews, 339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH email: peskypixie@supanet.com.
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Phone: 07 572 360 795

WOW

GLEBE SCHOOL
GARDENING CLUB

Wow, well what can I say about the Genus Arisaema but wow.
It is a Genus I have had examples of for many years but did not
quite fully appreciate them. That was until I started the process
of holding a National Collection last winter 20/21 and my
research started.
They are all spectacular in their own
way but the one I was most looking
forward to see in flower was A.
Sikokianum shown below taken on
23 April 2021. It is more spectacular
than the pictures I have seen
previously. It is mesmerizing in the
plant flesh. Each time I passed one, I
have several, I just stopped and stared
at them.
A Sikokianum comes from a Japanese
Island called Shikoku. It is hardy as
most Arisaema are. Nicknames: Jack of
the Pulpit and Cobra Lily
Origin: Arisaema range from North
Eastern United States, North Eastern Africa, the Himalayas and
surrounding countries to Myanmar, Vietnam, China and Japan.
Height: 7 to 180cm Conditions: Very well drained soil.
There is an Arisaema for everyone with Spathe (coloured
bract) colours including yellow, brown, white, pink, purple,
green, burgundy and black all of which are striped and can be
multi-coloured.
Another surprising fact is that Arisaema can change sex
multiple times during their lifetime.
So, I hope you are tempted you to acquire an Arisaema or two.
If you would like to learn more I have information on my
website ronniesgarden.com. Feel free to contact me if you have
any questions.
The pictures below are shown to lure you to this fascinating
Genus. The picture left is A. Thunbergii urashima. Middle is
A. Serratum mayebarai. Both taken on 14 April 2021, does
the latter remind you of the Ring Wraith in the Lord of the
Rings? and finally Right A. Triphyllum from the USA.
Picture taken on 15 April 2021.

By Ron Coutts (RHS Committee Member, Store Groundsman)

I have been spending 3-4 hours twice a week at Glebe
Infants/Junior School. Last term I gave a gardening talk to 2
groups of 30 year 2 pupils. I am creating a garden trail which
includes the following: Woodland, Jungle, Tropical, Sensory,
Mediterranean (includes terracotta pots painted by year 4) and
Cottage Gardens with a dry garden to come and a path. In doing
so I have removed two of their metre square raised beds and
planting is well underway. Currently I am building a greenhouse
which will incorporate a
living wall and bug
hotels from new and
recycled materials. I
hope
to
start
a
Gardening Club next
year. Essentially, they
have given me a free
hand to do what I want
which is great for me.
Work continues at the Trading store's outside space with many
more plants being added this year. A good crop of potatoes was
produced and the sweetcorn should be ready to harvest.

Photos taken outside the store, showing what a great job Ron
is doing.
(Thanks Ron it has never looked as good. Chairman)

I really do have nice friends!

Well it all started a while back now. A friend from the club
gave me two Tomato plants to grow plus a Courgette plant. I
know I have been a member for a while but, if its green, its
grass & if it's Red it's a Rose. That’s about all I know about
plants. Anyway because of problems with my body (frozen
shoulder) I gave the Courgette plant to another friend who
brought round its first fruit. The Tomatoes are another story.
I did all that I was told & now see what I have got! Plus as
you probably know they taste great. So it's good to have
friends. As good friends, I was brought some Courgettes
Runner Beans &
Blackberries
the
other day, so my
shopping will be
less costly this week
& so much more
tasty, thanks friend.

Article by RON COUTTS

Keep safe everyone,
Mark Wilson, (RHS
committee member,
Hospitality)

RON COUTTS - photo showing part of his front garden
taken in August, it looks just as lush today. For the past 11
Years he has opened his garden to the public but sadly not
this year
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