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From the chairman 

Hi All, 

It's hard to believe that another year is nearly at an end, and I 
hope you have managed to stay well (despite many people attempting to get back to 
normal!) As I write this, I have just been at the allotment planting onions, garlic and 
cutting down the last of the tomato plants which have now badly caught blight from the 
humid weather. However, I cannot complain, as the crops have all excelled themselves 
this year and most seem to have liked the extreme temperatures of the last few months! 

Ann has been busy sorting out the schedule of speakers for next year's Club Meetings, so 
have a look at page 2, (I would also like to thank Pat Hill for her regular meeting updates 
keeping all the members informed!). 

It is now time to renew your membership for 2023, see the renewal form on page 3 if you 
want to pay by cheque in the post. Or, you can renew at the Store towards the end of 
November when the new cards will be available. If you would like to set up a Standing 
Order ring the Membership Secretary on 07 572 360 795 who will explain what to do. 

Following the good news of the Mill Hall's reprieve, see page 2, two Shows have been 
booked for 2023 in June and September, but we won't be producing a full yearbook, only 
a shortened version showing the Classes to enter. This can be viewed on the website or a 
hard copy picked up from the Store about the middle of January 2023, so you can get 
growing and making ready to enter the Summer Show! 

Thanks to David and his team of volunteers, the Store has been kept open for 3 days a 
week: Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 10am – 12.30pm. As usual,  we will be 
closing the Store over the Xmas holidays – see page 2 for closing and re-opening dates, 
but keep checking the website for any changes, as it is updated regularly. 

With all best wishes for a Happy Christmas and Healthy 2023, 

Colin Andrews 

STORE UPDATE  
Hello again members. As we near the end of October, we still 
have some Spring bulbs in the store ie crocus, hyacinths, 
daffodils and a few over-wintering onions.  The Summer 
flowering bulbs are (as I write) on order, together with potatoes 
and onions and garlic for 2023.  I expect delivery of these mid-to
-late January.  

Don’t forget you can renew your membership at the store or by post see page 3. Pop in 
and have a chat with the chaps and gals on duty. Doing some heavy digging? Need a new 
spade/fork?  Come and speak to me and we will give you a competitive price for a 
quality item.  

Thinking about volunteering in the New Year?  Maybe you will have an hour or two a 
month to spare. If so, ring Ann or myself 01702 527456 and have a chat.   Just as a 
reminder, store opening times are still Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 10 – 12.30. 
There’s a cuppa awaiting you and maybe a chocolate biscuit to go with it. (Once you are 
on the Team that is!) 

If you already volunteer with us I would like to say a big THANK YOU from the Society 
and myself.  Without you we wouldn’t be able to offer a service to 
members and I would be all alone in the store – David no-mates.  

Hope to see you in the store some time soon. Oh and by the way, 
Merry Christmas. 

David Baughen 
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2023 THE SHOWS ARE BACK 
1st show will be the SUMMER SHOW on SUNDAY JUNE 18th 2023 

2nd show will be the AUTUMN SHOW on SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 3rd 

There will be NO year book available for 2023 but a SHOW BOOK with class details will be 
available from the store from mid January 2023  

or available online @ www.rayleighhorticulturalsociety.co.uk 

Afternoon Club Meetings for 2023 
Feb.   Badger Price – maybe better known 
locally as The Tree Man of Great Wakering will be sharing 
more words of gardening wisdom plus antidotes from the 
plot.  

March  Olive & Thelma – Warley Place, Past & 
Present – Two ladies who have a long association with 
Warley Place. Olive was a member of the working party 
there for many years and they have both recently taken part 
in butterfly surveys at the reserve. 

April  Eve Regelous – I Blame it on The Beatles 
– Eve is a well-known speaker and has shared some of her 
experiences with us before.  This time she will be sharing 
her  lighthearted reflections on the times when the Beatles 
ruled the world.  

May  Margaret Mills – Any Mother’s Son – The 
story of the Unknown Warrior.  Margaret was a teacher with 
a great passion for and knowledge of history. 

June  Nick Dobson – Fuchsias: The Three 
Virtues – Nick is well practised in the art of speaking to 
groups of different ages and interests. He has a wide 
repertoire of presentations and stories. 

July  Mike Davies – A Brief History of Rayleigh 
and Rayleigh Town Museum -   Mike is well-known in 
Rayleigh and surrounds and gives local history talks to 
many groups and organisations. 

Aug Summer Serendippity – (with strawberries)  No 
speaker but a sociable afternoon with friends, strawberries 
and a raffle. 

Sept  Ron Coutts – A Mad Plantsman on the 
Loose – Ron has been working on various gardening 
projects over recent years and he shares some of his stories 
with us. 

Oct  Tim Whitelock – Around London’s 
Waterways – Tim is a member of the Inland Waterways 
Association and Essex Craft Guild. He has been interested 
in canals and photography since the 1970’s. 

Nov  Jacqueline Aviolet - Brussel Sprouts and 
Tangerines - A quirky look at the link between these and 
other fruits/vegetables and the Christmas season. Jacqueline 
owns and manages her own nursery and is a keen gardner. 

Everybody welcome - Members £2.50   -   Visitors £3  
On the first Friday of the month 

@ 2p.m. Main Hall 
Holy Trinity Church, Rayleigh  

SOCIAL REPORT – Summer 2022 
As I am writing this we are very nearly at the end 
of October.  It’s a beautiful day, we seem to be 
having a little Indian Summer at the minute and 
long may it stay around. 

Being realistic though, November nights are 
drawing near and by the time you read this, 
Hallowe’en will have been and gone and the 
clocks will have been turned back.  Thinking 
‘backwards’ some of you will have attended our 
monthly afternoon sessions this year at Holy 
Trinity Church, Rayleigh and hopefully you will 
continue to support us into 2023.  I have nearly 
completed the list of presentations for next year 
(see the list in this newsletter). Should anyone 
have an idea for an afternoon speaker, let’s talk 
about it.  It is becoming a little difficult to find 
interesting people to talk to us – at a reasonable 
price.  

Speaking of prices of things, as I said at the 
October meeting, the Society is having to 
increase the admission fee for our sessions – to 
£2.50 per member and £3.00 for a non-member 
guest. This will commence in February when we 
will start the New Year off with a visit from 
‘Badger’ Price.  At the time of writing he is not 
sure which topic he will be talking about (he has 
so many!) but those of you who have heard him 
speak before will know that he never fails to 
surprise and interest us.   

Enjoy what balmy days we have left to us but get 
your woolly pullovers out just in case!   

Ann Baughen 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 
STORE HOLIDAY DATES 
The store will close from 12.30 

Saturday 17th December 2022 

and will re-open  at 10.00 a.m.                                     

Tuesday, 10th January 2023 
 

The committee wish all members and their 

families a Merry Christmas and a happy 

New Year 
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Editors: Janet  & Colin Andrews,  339 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7LH   
 email: peskypixie@supanet.com.      Phone: 07 572 360 795 

 

Name………………………………………………………………. 

Address……………………………………………………………. 

………..…………………………………………………………..... 

Post Code……………………… 

Telephone number…………………………………………..….. 

MEMBERSHIP FEE £5.00 * 

Per household per annum. 

Send this form with a cheque made payable to “Rayleigh 
Horticultural Society”  

To: The membership secretary, 

Rayleigh Horticultural Society, 

IMPORTANT
Rayleigh Horticultural Society works hard to keep your 

personal data secure. As a membership organisation we do 
not and will not share your data with any other organisation or 

individual who is not a member of our Committee.  

PLEASE SIGN HERE to agree to the society contacting 
you, i.e. sending newsletters etc. 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………… 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  

POSTAL FORM for 2023 

As well as by post, memberships may also   

be renewed at the store late November 

2022 or, if you would like to set up a 

standing order, please phone the membership 

secretary first on 07 572 360 795 to obtain a 

reference number for setting up with your 

bank. 
* 

 
 

 
 

‘ones with scented leaves’  
Brian Carline has given talks to us in the past (ages ago – 
pre Covid!)  and they are always enjoyable as he is so 
knowledgeable. July's talk was attended by over 30 
members and we all now know the many different types 
of pelargoniums available. They range from compact ones 
which flower profusely to ones with scented leaves but 
smaller flowers, and many types in between. Brian also 
brought along one which he had grown into a standard 
shape which was really lovely. He showed us how to take 
cuttings and gave tips about overwintering them in the 
greenhouse. A very interesting 'horticultural' afternoon. 

‘south of the Arterial Road’ 
August club afternoon was in the tender care of 'stand-ins' 
as Ann and David were on holiday, and thankfully there 
were no hiccups. The speaker, Bob Delderfield, had 
thoroughly researched the origins of the area of Daws 
Heath, just south of the Arterial Road, and had many 
wonderful old photos showing houses and roads 'then and 
now'. He also had slides of maps dating back hundreds of 
years showing the growth of the area which started off as 
just a triangle of tracks or roads. It still is a desirable area 
to live as he says many estate agents say properties are in 
Daws Heath when they are definitely not. He was kept 
busy after finishing his talk speaking to individual 
members of the audience and I heard several people tell 
him how interesting they had found it. I hope we will 
have him visit again. 

‘it cost £30,000’  

I think we had our biggest turnout so far 
at September's meeting, the 'lads' had to 
quickly get some more chairs out. We 
also had a bit of audience participation 
– at least with two ladies in the front 
row – as the talk was on Hearing 
Assistance Dogs, and one was brought 
along and quickly discovered two new 
'friends'! Apparently it cost £30,000 to 
fully train a dog to alert its 'partner' to events such as the 
doorbell ringing, timers, alarms and phones. Some dogs 
do not fully make the grade, through a dislike of crowds 
or traffic for example, but they are normally paired up 
with someone with more limited needs where this isn't a 
problem. Like many of these organisations no 
government funding is received so our 'speaker's fee' was 
a welcome boost to their income. The audience enjoyed 
the afternoon, and the canine visitor certainly did! 

‘if you had green 
lids’ 

Our October club afternoon speaker 
was Maz Morgan who has visited us 
several times before, and is very 
amusing. This time her talk was on 
'Herbs and Spices' and one fact which 
made everyone laugh was Schwartz's 

CLUB MEETINGS report  by 

PAT HILL 

comment that if you had green lids on any of their 
jars in the cupboard they had been sold prior to 
2010! Lids have been orange ever since, so I must 
go and look. She said spice was the first food to be 
transported globally, mainly to Venice which had the 
monopoly till Spain and Portugal made it their 
business to get involved. Spice was used for 
mummification in ancient Egypt, early attempts at 
medication (with varying degrees of effectiveness), 
and of course preserving food. When she was talking 
about turmeric she mentioned how much it stains if 
spilt on clothing and said wash with cold water as 
warm water sets the stain, but if you can't do that rub 
it with a piece of lemon. I will remember this next 
time I drop my curry down my jumper! 
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Our first year at 

the allotment 
What a difference a year can make! 

Last July, my husband Joseph told me, out of the 
blue, “We have an allotment!”. We accepted the 
offer of Allotment Number 3 without seeing it… 
and this is what it looked like in August last year. 

It took us 4 weeks to clean (luckily we were both 
on holiday). We carried about 100 bags of rubbish 
to the recycling centre; it was hard work for a 
holiday! 

Joseph and I have been amazed at the welcome 
we received from everybody.  

We love the sense of community – so much 
encouragement, friendship, support and advice 
have been given to us. We were gifted fruits and 
vegetables by our new friends (thank you so 
much, it kept us going). 

Since last summer we have been busy and 
planted: onions, garlic, broccoli, leeks, corn, kale, 
potatoes, carrots, beetroot, courgettes, beans, 
squash, spring onions, lettuce, lavender, salvia, 
apples, blackberries, raspberries, apricots, 
cucumber, cabbage, loganberries, tomatoes, 
gladioli, aubergine and guava. We have loved 
every minute of it! 
From members Meire and Joseph Gransaull. 
 
(What a wonderful job you made of clearing plot 
no. 3 — also what a great selection of fruit and 
veggies you have grown this year! - so to anyone 
don’t be put off as it is possible! - Ed.) 

available now 

 IN STORE 

HUMAX COMPOST - GROW BAGS - POTTING 

GRIT - BARK - FARMYARD MANURE - CANES - 

BIRD FOOD - FERTILISERS - POTS - NETTING - 

FLEECE - LABELS - LAWN SEED - CAPILLARY 

MATTING  - 6X - CLOCHES - ROCK DUST - 

SPADES - FORKS - PRUNING KNIVES - 

VEGETABLE SEEDS - HAND TOOLS  
 

Your store is open  
Tues, Thurs & Sat  10—12.30 

That is what is looks like now, in July 2022 

From the Editors 
We would like to thank all the contributors to your 
newsletter: Pat Hill, Peter Noble, Ann & David Baughen, 
Mark Wilson and any others we may have forgotten. 
A big thank you also to everyone who delivers newsletters - 
whether you've been doing it for years or have only just 
taken on a round recently - we are really grateful for all your 
help. And, last but by no means least - thanks to all the hard-
working volunteers manning the store - on a quiet day it may 
seem like a fruitless task, but the society couldn't do without 
you. 
Whatever you do - the society really appreciates all the 
efforts from the volunteers.  Janet & Colin Andrews  


